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FCONTAINTNG , 7a 


A Farther Appeal, after Private Applications, 


 Recited in the following Plain, and Simple, NARRATIVE, 


( (Like as in the Cale of Infant-Baptiſm) 
BW To > Reſolved The Scripture- Ground of Rebaptization, 
Lately Adminiſtred By a Church of England Miniſter. 


© With an ADVERTISEMENT and POSTSCRIPT, 


As alfo, A Summary ArxGumniNT, Ex Natura Rei, 
TO Pzxove, The Sel-Exifence, Unity, and Intelligence, of 


A Firſt Cauſe, viz. G OD, 
The Certainty of a FUTURE STATE of RETRIBUTION, 


The Reality of an Intermediate, Explicit, Revstation, 


Together with A Trya/, and Proof, of Explicit Revelation. 
AND 
A Brief Ess Av, to Prove The DIVINITY of 


The Chriſtian Revelation in Particular. 


Tem that * me, I will Honour ; ed they, that Deſpiſe me, fall 5: 
Lightly Eſteemed — (1 Sam. ii. 30. 


— How can ye Believe, which Recei „, One of Another, And ſeek n nof 
The 22 that Cometh from God Only? John v. 44.) — 


| * ren have Warned me alre: ady, That it ſhall be Interpreted to be a Quarrel to the 
e Clergy in General, if Any Thing ſhall be Taken Notice of in Any of Them, Wor- 
- >, thy to be Mended. Ar. Locke's Third Letter for Toleration. P. 50. 

| X< + If the Goſpel any where Wants The Magiſtrates Afiſtance; elt Only to Make the 
„ Miniſters of ic. Do Their Duty.” bid. P. 278. | | 
0 It is Certainly. the · Intereſt of an Enemy to ſuffer the- Body, to which ha Oppoſes 
* himſelf, To lie under as Many Prejudges,* And to be as Liable to as Much Cen- 

ce ſure as poſſi ble; — Whereas Every Good, and Wile, Friend Studies to Preſerve 

5 chat Body; to which he Unites himſelf, By I Yd it from. Every ag, that 
ge, it leis l And leſs Uleful— RESP 


* 9p B rnet” 


- _—_ 


's Paſtoral Cate. 
RI, 2. | : 


e. 
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THE Reader is deſired to ſupply any Defe&s, and correct any Miſtakes, in the Punctua- 
tion; and for Reſolving, p. 12. to read Revolving; fore pri ere, and for Joves, 

p. 17. r. Jove, And to add, p. 20, after the two Latin Lines, viz. | | 
— Moreover I have Authority from Xing Charles the Firſt's Anſwer to the 19 Propoſiti- 
ons farther to advance, That © The Experience and Wiſdom of our 

Xaſwerth, Part 3. dc Anceſtors hath ſo Moulded this (Government) out of a Mixture of Theſe 


. . 231. 
ec 


( Monarc hy, Ariſtocracy, and Democracy) as to give this Kingdom (as far 


** niencies of Any One, As long as the Balance hangs Even between the Three Eſtates, And 

te they run jointly on in their Proper Channel (—) And the Overflowing of Either, on 

Ibid. P. 732. Either Side, raiſe no Deluge, or Inundation,” — The Encroaching of 
0 * go 


“One of Theſe Eſtates upon the Power of the Other is Unhappy in the Ef- 


c fects both to Them and All the reſt.” — 


as Human Prudence can provide) The Conveniencies of all Three without the Inconve- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. (No. I.) 


Am made ſenſible by divers Inſtances, which 
may be ſaither Open d, if ſo Requir'd, How 
in my Private Station I have been malign'd 
by ſome Clergy-men as Anti- Clerical, tlio 
| ward, nor altogether un- 
ſucceſsful, in doing good Offices to ſeveral of 
them; And never but profeſs d, as I have ever 
retain'd, a Real Eſtcem for the Holy Function; 


ſo that I can't help being perſwaded, That ſuch 


Offence taken, tho no more given, has proceed- 
ed hence, That I have occaſionally been inſtant, 
as I pretend not to deny, or diſſemble, They 
wou'd themſelves pay more Deference to their 
Peculiar Office, and not behave withal ſo Anti- 
Laically, as that the Short,. and the Lang, of it 
appears to be, as if the Laity, tho' po, leſs Chritian 
than Themſelves, might not take any Cognizance 
of Clergy Conduct, and Misbchaviour, nor any 
way interpoſe in Matters of Religion; But with 
Implicit Confidence imbibe whatever They for 
the Time being ſhall, of their own Heads, dictate ; 
Which, in very Deed, and Reality, is no other 
than, as Mr. Wen:worth told Archbiſhop Parker 
(a), To make them Popes, But as much addicted 
as many are to hug, and imboſt thergfelves with 
a pretended Preheminence in their other Temporal 
Privileges and Emoluments, over their Fellow- 
Chriſtians, none of which, in whatever Degree 
conferr'd upon, or yielded to Them, become their 
Right purely as Diſciples of Chriſt, who Original- 
ly, Quatenss Chriſtians, were, and are, All Equal : 


For even the Leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven is 


Greater than John the Baptilt, 2% among them that 


Ds 
COB GEE 


oy 


DES 


are born of Women, there hath not riſen a Greater 
than He (b); --- And Whoſorver won'd be Great, 
even among the Apiftles, was to Miniſter (e); Who 
Themſelves, tho“ Chri/#”s immediate Apoſtles, were 
ſent but with like Denomination, viz, Of Diſciples, 
To Teach the Goſpel (d), as were the Seventy. 

And tho' I have contented myſelf to lie long 
under ſuch Clerical Prejudice for no better, or 
worſe Reaſon, than becauſe I have us'd ſome 
Caution to diſtinguiſn between the Man and the 
Office, yet I ain not quite cafie to let my paſſive 
Acquieſcence afford Colour, in this my late Stage 
of Life, for ſo ground leſs, and ill- favour'd, an 
Imputation, to reſt upon my Memory; And 
therefore have determind, in a Poſtſcript (con- 
taining alſo an incidental Hint of Difficalties and 
Diſcouragements, impos d on the Yferiour Clergy 
eſpecially ; As alſo an occaſional Remark upon 
ſome imperfect, partial, and ill-boding, Reflec- 
tions, that have been ordinarily vented upon 
paſt, and preſent Occurrencies, relating in ſome 
degree whether to the Preſervation, or Subverſion, 
of our National Conſtitution) To give ſome general 
Items of my Courte ot Life with this my ſecond 
Appeal; Which, by my firſt reſpectfully Reſort- 
ing to Thoſe of the Order, as 1 have done, and 
am ſtill difpos'd, to be better Eſtabliſned in 
Chriſtian Dofrines, does alone ſufficiently evince 
my Sincere and Inward Eſteem of the Function; 
As the ſhuffling me off hitherto in ſuch ſort dots 
fully, were it that I cou'd ſuggeſt nothing farther, 
account for my not, at randome, having Mens 
Perſons in more Admiration (e), --= 


Inſeliciter «grotat, Qui nec Morbum, nec Remedium, Patitur — 


—— = * bY FE WY | * — 


A | And 


(a) Sr Simon D'Ewe's Journal. P. 2 39, 240. 
; (/ Matth. X. 1. 


—— 


(5) Matth. xi. 11. xx. 26. Xxiii. It, 12. 
(a) Luke x. 1. 


at Mark x. 3 
(e) Jude xvi. | 
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And hereto I annex, from Biſhop Stillingfieet's Rational Account of 
The Grounds of Proteſtant Religion, as follows, vix. 


RETORMAT TON Vindicated, 


In Particular Churches —_ 


And Pari Ratione) 
2 Mutatis Mutandis 


Inn Particular Perſons 


Doubtleſs that Edict of Worms, which was for-- All Hope of Reformation appears alike Excluded, 
the Reftoring All Things to their Former State, did when, and where, All Alterations are Reſoly'd 


Cut off All Hopes of Reformation. P. 316. 


againſt, however Reaſonable in themſelves. 


The General Grounds, on which Reformation. The General Grounds for Reformation are Built 
proceeded, are Built upon The Power of Particular upon the Power of Particular Perſons Reforming 
Churches Reforming Themſelves, in caſe The whole Themſelves, in caſe the Particular Churches are neg- 


Church is negligent, or will not. P. 346 


ligent, or will not. 


That, which hath been Inſiſted on, and Evi That, which bath been Inſiſted on, and Evi- 


ches have i Reform Themſelves, when the General ſons have to Reform Themſelves, when the Particular 


dently proved, is The Right, which Particular Chur - dently proved, is The mh which Particular Per- 


Church cannot for Impediments, or will not for Neg- Churches cannot for Impediments, or will not for Neg- 


ligence, do it. P. 358. 


In caſe of Notorious and Groſs Abuſet, mani In caſe of Notorious and Groſs Abuſe; in Keli- 
gion, and Conniv d at by the Paſtors of the Church, 


feltly Contrary to Religion, and Conniv'd at by 
the Paſtors of the Church, Chriſtian Princes may 
Lawfully and Piow/ly uſe their Authority in Procu- 
ring the ſaid Abuſes to be Effectuallj Redreſid by 
the ſaid Paftors, as the Examples of Ex-tias and 
Foſias prove; But, in caſe the High Prieſt wou'd 
mot have yielded to ſuch a Reformation, Might 
mot thoſe Princes by the Alliance of other Priefts 
Have Effected it? P. 438. 


If Princes may not Reforms Abuſes, which go If People may not Reform Abuſes, which go 


ligence, 40 it. 


Chriſtian People may Lanfully and Piouſiy uſe their 
Endeavours in Procuring the ſaid Abuſes to be 
Effettually Redreſs'd by the Paffors; But, in caſe 
the Paſtors will not yield to ſuch a Reformation, 


May not that People by the Aſſiſtance of Others 


Effect it? 


under the Name of Subjtance of Religion, That will under the Name of Subſtance of Religion, That will 


be to make the molt unſuſferable Abuſes, the molt 
Incurable. Ibid. p. 439. 


In caſe there be a vehement Suſpicion at leaſt.— An 4 


In a conſiderable Party of the Church, That the 
Church is much Degenerated, and needs R:for- 


mat ion; but Thoſe, who Call themſelves the Law- 


be to make the moſt un ſafferable Abuſes, the molt 
Incurable. | : OY 
er hereto is ſtrongly Imply'd in the 


L 
Query wp 


tl Superiours of the Church utterly -Oppoſe it, 
What is to be done in this Caſe? Muli the 
Church continue, as it did, meerly becauſe the 
Zaperiours make Themſelves Parties? P. 


Men may be Bound to follow their Fudgments in — This denotes that Men are alike Bound to 


Diſeovery of Truth; nay, They may uſe all Means Endeavour the Diſcovery of Truth, as they can at- 
-onſiftent with the Churches Peace, to Promote tain thereto, and to Follow and Promote it allo, 

thi: Truth, P. 500. when attained. ; | 
Ihe Church of Rome hates as much a True Recti-— As when a Thorow Reformation is Hated, tho 
Hing Council, as the Court of Rome docs a Thorow found Needed; fo, upon a General Reſolution ta- 
K-frmation, But, truly, a Gentral Council being, ken againſt All Alterations, nothing is leſt, but 
| Moral, | for 


(#3 


Moral Impoſſible, nothing- is left, but that the 


Church Reform itſelf by Parts. Ibid. 


for Particulars ts Reform Themſelves, the Beit they 
can, by Parts likewiſe; As Facts beſides do fo 
verify what has been ſaid upon certain Pres- 
dents, viz. That | 


“Sherlock, and Kennett, with Others, do ſhow, 
(Like Vanes true to their Point, as the Winds Blow) 

% Opinions oft change, 4s Dignities flow, 

& And, as Tides turn, Diana's Craftſmen row.” 


The plain Reaſon given, Why it is vain to 
expect, or deſire Reformation, is, That if the Charch 
ſhou'd Recede from any thing, it wou'd appear, 
ſhe had Erred; And if That appears, farewel In- 
fallibility; and then, if That be gone, tis thought 
All is gone. P. 590. 


—Wherever like Reaſon is imbib'd, tho' not given 


out, Reformation 18 at a ftand; and can fcarce be 
effected in any competent Degree; As, more- 
over, an Aſſumption, that All Things in Being ar: 
attually as I hey ſhou'd be, is Tantamount to Infalli- 


bility. | 
| (No. II.) 


* 


. 


* 


— 
— —— 


« As for the Act of Comprehenſion, ſome Progreſs was made in it; but a Proviſo was offered, that, In 
« Imitation of the Acts paſſed in K. Hen. viii. and K. Zaw. vi.ths Times, a Number of Perſons both of the 
© Clergy and Laity might be empower'd to prepare ſuch a Reformation of Things relating to the Church, as 
« might be ofter'd to the King and Parliament; in order to the Healing our Diviſions, and the Correcting 
« what might be Amiſs, or Defective, in our Conſtitution : This was preſſed with great Earneſtneſs by ma- 
“% ny of the Temporal Lords: I at that time did imagine, that the Clergy wou'd have come into ſuch a De- 
« ſign with Zeal and Unanimity; and I fear'd this wou'd be looked on by them, as taking the Matter 
« out of their Hands; And for that Reaſon I argu'd ſo warmly againſt this, that it was carried by a ſmall 
„Majority, (I have heard ſay, Not ſo much as by One) to let it fall: But I was Convinced ſoon after, 
That 1 had taken Wrong Meaſures; And, that the Method propos d by theſe Lords, was the Only One lhe to prove 
Effectual. Biſhop Burnet's Hiſt. of his own Time. Vol. 2. p. 10. 

1 were, who) © Set it up for a Maxim, That it was fit to keep up a ſtrong Faction both in Church and State. 

id. p. 11. ; 

5 The Clergy did then (in K. James's Reign) Expreſs an Inclination to come te a Temper with Relation to the Preſ- 
© byterians, and ſuch other Diſſenters as cou'd be brought into a Comprehenſion with the Church. The Biſhops had men- 
© tioned it in the Petition to K. James, for which they were try'd, Aud his preſent Majeſty had promiſed to En- 
« dea vour an Union between the Church and the Diſſenters in that Declaration, that he brought over with him; 
«& — Yet it was thought a due Reſpect to the Church to leave the Matter wholly in the Hands of the 
« Clergy; fo by a ſpecial Commiſſion under the Great Seal, Ten Biſhops and Twenty Di vines were empower'd 
to meet and prepare ſuch Aterations in the Book of Common Prayer and Canons, as might be fit to lay 
before the Convocation : This was become Neceſſary, ſince the Sabmiſſion, which the Clergy in Convocation 
made to K Henry viii. which was coufirm'd in Parliament; They bound themſelves not to Atempt any New 
«© Canons without obtaining the King's Leave firſt, And that under the Pains of a Premmire.— They, upon 
&« this, ſate cloſely to it for ſeveral Weeks — Matters were Well Conſider'd, and? , and Calmly Debated. 

„ and all was Digeſted into an Entire Correction of every Thing, that ſeem'd liable to any Fuft Objeckien: We 
« had ſome very Rigid, as well as Learned Men among us, tho' the moſt Rigid either never came to our 
« Meetings, or they ſoon withdrew from us, Declaring themſelves Diſatisfy'd with every Thing of that Nature, 
* ſome plainly telling us, That they were againſt All Alterations whatſievsr. —They ſaid farther, That the 
« Altering the Cuſtoms an Con litution of the Church, ſeemed to Confeſs, that ſhe had been hitherto in the rang —The 
« Univerſities took Fire upon this, and hegan to Declare againſt it, and againſt all that prometed it, as 
«© Men that intended to undermine the Charch.— Severe Reflections were caſt on the King, as being in an 
« Intereſt Contrary to the Church: For the Church was the Weird gi ven out by the Jacobi te-Party, under which tc 

thought they might more ſafely ſhelter themſelves 

When the Convocation was open'd, The Lower Houſe of Convocation expreſs'd a Reſolution, Nor te 

5 entcr into any Dibatgs with Relation to Alterationg,q Thus, ſeeing vere in no Niſpoſizion to enter upon 
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(No. II.) 
A had, from the favourable Opinion I entertain'd of Mr. Head, been ſo Inſtrumental in pro- 


curing him, of the late Lord Chancellor & ng, ne! 
ariſhioner H. Grig, Miller; And, — to ho pe 
the Relation of Fact had been ſome- how Miſrepreſented, I thereupon wrote Privately to hi 


to credit the Report of his having Rebaptix d his 


his now Situation at Sellinge, I was the leſs inclin'd 


m, that 


Himſelf wou'd inform me what had realy been fo tranſacted by him, in the friendly Manner fol- 


wing, Viz, 


Narrative Tranſcripts. 


Rev. SIR, 
I Scarce doubt your having heard how that, upon 
Occaſion offer d me a while ſince, I ſought to 
be better enabled to maintain the Scriptare-Inſti- 
*1:ion of Infant Baptiſm; as alſo, How my Appli- 
cation has been deſcanted upon, and, in effect, 


declin'd : It happens likewiſe, that I have been 


lately told, It's reported, as if you was fo far 
commency Ana- Baptit, as to have Rebaptiz'd your 
Neighbour Grig ; If this be ſo, it is a Practice fo 
uncommon, and fo ſuſpicious, as well as of ſuch 
Conſequence in the Chri/tian Diſpenſation, that J 
4am ſolicitous to be inform'd at the firſt Hand, 
and from your ſelf, Whether you'll do it by 
Word of Mouth, or Writing, upon what Grounds 
you have acted thus; Be it, that the Perſon's 
former Baptiſm is to be taken as a Nullity, and 
void in Iiſelt, or Whether Real Baptiſm is to be 
Repeated, or How otherwiſe: For I cannot eaſily 


_ apprehend, that Chriſ?'s Ordinances may be inoffen- 


— 


tively Adminifired, ſave according to his own 
Inſtitution; And that they are not to be dally d 
with, or either forborn, or renew'd, as of a Civil 
Nature, &c. ad Libitum: And as fo much depends 


Beachboroug h, 18 June, 1739. 


upon the right Underſtanding Revelation, and 
our due Conformity thereto, I am not conſci- 
ous, this my Application is liable to give Offence ; 
And I am ſomewhat the freer to apply my ſelf 
to you hereupon, as I am pretty ſure, your Situ- 
ation at Sellinge was principally owing to my In- 
terceſſion on your behalf; And tho' you have 
ever ſince ſo eltrang'd your ſelf, I conſider this, 
and paſs it-by, but as a Perſonal Diſregard, that 
raiſeth not in me a Prejudice againſt thus apply- 
ing to you for farther Reſolution in a Point of 
our Common Chriftianity, which 1 am now left ſo 
much at leiſure to ponder upon; And which I 


take to be of the laſt Import to one, and another, 


as well as in particular to 
Tour reſpect ful humble Servant, 
| W. BROCKMAN. 


P. S. As you may not poſlibly on a ſuddain 
be prepar'd to give me a full Anſwer hereto, I 
pray, however, you wou'd let me know per Bear- 


er, whether I may e're long expect it by Wotd, 


or Writing. 


To the ſoregoing I received the following Anſwer, 


Dear SIR, ; 


S-llinge, Fane 18, 1739. 


» 


F Am not, I dare affirm, the only one, who is ſince render'd ſound) ſhou'd in theſe laſt Days be 


ſurpriz'd, that a Perſon of your Years (one, 


brought to entertain any Doubts and Scruples of 


who was himſelf admitted Member of the Church Infant Baptiſm; it being a Subject both fre- 
by Infant Baptiſm, whoſe Judgment, ripen'd by quently, and copiouſly treated; molt of which 
Time, a continued Application mult have long Treatiſes, it may be preſum'd, you have _ 

an 


** Buſineſs, They (by the King's Diſcontinuing the Seſſion, upon Advice) were kept from doing Miſchief by 
** Prorogations for a Courſe of Ten Years.—The ill Reception that the Clergy gave the King's Meſlage (ſent 
them by the Earl of Nottingham) raiſed a Great and Juſt Outcry againſt them; ſince All the Promiſes made in K. 
* James's Time were Mom ſo entirely forgot.” Ibid. p. 30, 31, 32, 33- 


33 : 
N. B. 7h» Lords I roteſt on the Bill for uniting Proteſtant Subjects, 1689, well worth Peruſal, a8 by their Journal; and ar 


alſo ro 64 read in a Collection of Proteſts, publiſhed 1737. p. 65, 66, 675 68. 
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how you ſhou'd expect any from me, I am not, 
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and examin'd: And if theſe able Pens cannot depend upon my own Judgment only, but had 


afford you any Satisſaction, I cannot conceive expreſs Authority from the Archbiſbop to act in 
that.caſe. I am very ſorry, that you ſhould con- 


I can aſſure you, by any means of the Ana-Bap- tinue to upbraid me with a Benefit receiv 'd, not 


« 
— * 


tilt Perſwaſion, nor ever ſhall, till it be firſt knowing that I ever was ungrateful to you for it, 


prov'd, that Infant Baptiſm is actually forbidden but always continued to call my ſelf 


in Scripture, which is a Point they never did - Js: 
nor ever will attempt to prove. As to Baptizing Tour obliged humble Servant, 
Grigs (I will. not call it Rebaptizing) I did not | JOHN HEAD. 


Whereupon I wrote again as follows, 


Revd. SIR, Beachborongh, 19:h June 1739. 
THAI very Time, and Application, which you me your ſelf: For according to the 6th Article of 

mention, have been the Occaſion that way our Church of England in particular, our Rule 
have made you, and others, ſo ſurpriz d, but as for proceeding is not t i; not actually Forbidden 
yet I am not render'd ſo Conceited of my in Kcripture may be perform'd as a Chriſt ian Act, 
own Judgment, as not to be (till open to In- but Mat ſoe der is nit Read therein, nor may be Proved 
ſtruction, and J once hop'd, I bad taken the pro- thereby, is not to be Required of Any Man,—Now, 
per Method, in following, as 1 did, our Lyturgy whether an Act be Called by Any, or No Name, 
Direction; And, what is of more Authority, in ap- the Act itſeif will nevertheleſs remain what it 
plying, as the Prophet Malachi teacheth, To Lips rea'ly is in its own Nature: And whatever you 
that ſhouw'd teep Knowledge? And tho my Dcubt Call your ſelf, with Reference to me, if you can 
concerning the Script ure- Inſtitution of Infant Baptiſm tell, tis more than I can, when I had fo much 
has been ſo ſurprizingly /hifted off, it no ways as the Civility from you of a Neighbourly Viſit ; 
does engage me to Renounce my own ; fo far from However, it does not divert me from inviting 
it, that this was the Point that induc'd me to de- you Explicitly to Confer, and Explain your ſelf, 
ſire your Ground for ſuch Tranſaction, as you now upon this laſt Subject of Inquiry, If in Conformity 
Confirm to me.—I am far from ſuppoſing it with Chriftian Charity, And as allo for Avoiding 
amiſs, that you depended not only on your own of all Scraples and Doabtfulneſs, you'll ſo far Con- 
Judgment in the Caſe of your Neighbour Grigs; cur, and Correſpond, with 
But it was The Ground for ſo Acting, that in ex- Your Riſpeftful humble Servant, 
preſs Words, I was ſolicitous, you wou'd inform W. BROCKMAN. 


AFTER this, waiting ſome time without hearing more, any way, from Mr. Head, I prevail'd with 
a Neighbour to ask him from me, What Offence he had taken, that I neither ſaw him, nor 
heard farther from him? And to this, I receiv'd only this Coarſe, and Blunt Return, that He thoagh:, 
he ſhow d neither come, nor write, to me. | 
When thus put off, and ſome other Matter having occurr'd, that induc'd me to trouble the Arch- 
biſhop, whoſe Name Mr. Head had introduc'd as above, to Cover himfclf, without mentioning at all 
how the Caſe had been put to his Lordſhip, nor what Direction was thereupon particularly given, I 
concav'd it adviſeable, with reſpect to all Parties, that his Lord ſnip (hou'd be acquainted therewith, 
a EY ina Letter to his Lordſhip, 30th Fane 1739, I wrote withall as follows, viz. 
Lora, 5 : : 
I Take not upon me to ſay what is al:oggther again, To mention an Occurrence, that a while 
- Right or Wrong, in one Tranſaction, or ano- ſince has paſs'd here-away, and which lately L 
ther; But many Innovations may be introduc'd, if heard related, which is this, viz. A Perſon who 
no Intimation be given, or Notice taken, of what was Born to, and Bred up in, and at full Age 
at one Time, or other, is Acted, which induceth Baptized after, the Bapiiſt dect Mauner, and held 
me, As your Goodneſs encourageth. me to write with them ſome Years, W time lince * 
h i vhac 


hat wrought in him the Change, I am not ſure, Ne- Birth, be more than One; Wherefore: None 

nor will I venture to aſſign the Occaſion, I heard, ought to be Twice Baptized; And 1 am pretty ſure 

reported) betake himſelf to Conform to thex to have met with it Related, That the Baptiſm 

Church of England; And upon his owning a performed by the Great . upon his 
0 


Willingneſs to become a Church of England Mem- Play. fellons at their Paſtime was ſo far Approv d, 
ber, The Mixiſter has Rebaptiz'd him by the Form as it was Determin d, they ought not to be Ke- 
for Adult-Baptiſm ;—But 1 never heard, that the bapriz'd ; And that the then iſho ſoon after 
Church of Englanſ, or Any Others, Admitted of took this Baptixer into his own Family, who him- 


Rebaptizations : The very Term of Ana-Baptift, I 
have been taught, was fixt upon this Sect as a 
Nicꝶ- Name of Reproach ; That Baptiſm is the Initi- 
ation into Church - Memberſhip; And that ſuch 
Admiſſion is for Life, at leaſt, if not Forfeited ; 
And in an Antidote againſt Ana- Baptiſm, I find a 
Chapter Againſt the Dangerous Prattice of Rebap- 
tiztng; The firſt Argument in which, is advan-. 
ced upon. this Ground, That as a Natural Birth 
can be but One, ſo neither can a Regenerate, or 


ſelf in Time became Biſhop of Alexandria, if I 
miſtake not.— I have Nothing, my Lord, before 
me, but to Behave myſelf aright, as near as 1 
can, in my Sphere, and Private Life; And to 
that End am deſirous to be (till Learning, as I 


am Wiſhing to have any Error corrected 1n, 


Moſt Revd. 
Your Moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 


W. BROCKMAN, 


THE ſame incidental Matter above hinted at, having lead me alſo to write to Mr. Archdeacon 
= Lifle, $th Aug. 1739, I therein inſerted to him, As a Clergy- Superviſor in theſe Parts, after hav- 
ing been Refus d ſo be better enlighten'd, as aforeſaid, as follows, viz. 


T hearing it reported, Mr. Head of Sel- 

linge, (who, by the way, became firſt ſitu- 
ated there chic fly at my Inſtance) had a while 
fince Re-baptiz'd bis Pariſhioner, — Grigs, 
Miller, I privately wrote to him, Requeſting, he 
woud inform me, either by Word of Mouth, or 
Writing, in caſe ſuch Report was true, Upon 
phat Ground he had thus Acted; In return whereto, 
inſtead of offering me his Ground, as deſir'd, he 
only makes Uſe of the Archb ſhop's Venerable 
Name; But withcut mentioning whatever Re- 
preſentation, if any, was made to the Arch- 
biſhop, or what his Directions, if any, were; 
But this affording me ſo little Light, 1, by a ſe⸗ 
cord Private Letter, Invited him more Explicitly 
to Explain himſelf upon the Foregoing ; And after 


waiting ſome time his Leiſure, without bearing 


S I wou'd not omit any preceding Particular, 


aught more from him, directly, or indirectly, I 
prevail'd with a Neighbour to ask him from me, 
What Offence 1 had given him, that he ſo declin'd 
coming at me; Whereto all the Anſwer I had, 
and by like Meſſage, was, Tha! he thought, he 
ſhou'd neither Come, nor Write, to me.— Till ſince 
this I had made no mention of his Name to any 
other Perſon, but the TranſaRion itſelf is No 
Secret ; Yet now, after this Short and Sullen 
Reply, I no more conceal it; And whether your- 
ſelf, as his Syperviſor, will take Notice hereof to 
him or me, I ſubmit : But, if his Practice has 


bitherto efcap'd you, you have here Advice 
thereof, which 1s often pleaded to have been 


wanting.  (Subſcrib'd), 
Your Reſpeltful Humble Servant, 
W. BROCKMAN. 


that occurs to me, or which has been introductory 


41 of what has ſince interven'd, relating to the Foregoing, I forbear not to add, That ſince fo 
much Notice had been taken of a Colluſiun in Beltowing, if not in Accepting, a Benefice not far 
Diſtant, as that the Lay-Patroneſs is no longer permitted to pocket a Part of the Church-Revenue, 
(Whether yet it be altogether Rightly Apply'd, or not, according to the Original Foundation) I ſo 
gladly embrac'd this Occaſion to cxprets to the Archbiſhop my juſt Senſe of his Interpoſing ſo far to 
Rectify ſuch Abuſe, that with reſpect to that Underhand Fraud; And withall conſtruing it as a 


Prelude to the clearing the ſaid above-mention'd Point of Rebaptiz.ation, I wrote farther to his Lord- 


(hIp, as follows, viz. 


Moſt 


None 
y ſure 
aptiſm 
his 
rov'd, 
e Re- 
after 
him- 
„ 1f I 
efore 
as I 

id to 

as I 
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Moſt Revd. © 
I So little envy the Clergy their Legal Proviſion, 

that I readily take this Occaſion to own to 
Your Lordſhip, I am glad to be told, You have 
been ſo Inſtrumental in Correcting the Fraud in- 
timated to you ſome time ago, And that what 
had been ſo wrongfully Witheld is now Reſtor'd. 


— My Concern, my Lord, while the Clergy enjoy 


their Legal Incomes, is mainly, That they wou'd 
ſhew themſelves more Aﬀected at Heart with the 
proper Diſcharge of the Paforal Care and Duties: 
For as long as there ſubſiſts ſuch Remiſneſs 
therein, as is ſo Generally Obvious, it's Nothing 
ſtrange, that there abounds ſo much Scepticiſm, 
and Looſeneſs of Morals; Nor, let the Iniquity 
of the Age be ever ſo much decry'd, is the Evil, 
Humanly ſpeaking, like to be Remedy'd, till 
the Exerciſe of Eccleſiaftical Diſcipline is not only 
{een Exerted in Holding the Shepherds more ſtrictly 
to the Paſtoral Care of their Flocks,. and of the 
Souls, more than Carcaſes, of Men, in Viſiting, 
and Inſtructing them, &'c. both in Word, and 
Deed, rather than in barely Superviſing, at moſt, 
their Curſory Running-over ſome ſtated, and 
Conforming- 3 Performances, while they are 
withall ſo generally found moſt ſolicitous to En- 
groſs Pluralities, and Multiply Diſpenſations, Cc. 
whereby they diſtreſs ſo Much, and ſo Many of 
their Fellow Labourers; But alſo until the Claim 


to a ſort of ſeperate Juriſdiction is actually ap- 


ply'd to Obviate, Not in a manner to Skreen, more 
or leſs, Clerical Innovations, or other Jrregularities, 
and but to hold a Rod, as it were, over the Laity ; 


Vet this, for the molt Part, to Dip into their 


Purſes, Not to Inform their Judgments, or Re- 
torm bad Manners: But be this as it will, 

The preſent Step, relating to Profir, having ſo 
ſuccceded, I am now the more willing to hope, 


It will be follow'd with Due Confideraticn of 


Io the Foregoing I receiv'd the following Anſwer, 
Lambeth, Fune 7, 1740. 


9 


Beachbirough, 4th une 1740. 


the other Point hinted to Your Lordſhip concern- 
ing Doctrine, viz. Rebaptiz.ation ; And as it appears 
but Expedient You ſhou'd be Advertis'd, that 
Mr. Head has Aſſum'd to Shelter himſelf with 
Pretext of Your Great Name; And likewiſe, 
that, After my Deſiring him to Explain himſelt 
thereupon, and Inform me what Repreſentation 
of the Caſe had been laid before Your Lordſhip, 
and what Direction was thereupon given, he only 


in return Flatly ſent me Word, He wou d neither 


Write, nor Come, to me, as little Diſtant as he is 
from hence; And tho himſelf owes his Living at 
Sellinge fo much to my Application on his Behalf 
to the then Lord Chancellor King. | 
Thus Diſcarded, my Lord, again with reſpect 
to Goſpel Inſtitutions by Neighbouring Clergy, I am 
Reterr'd to Your Lordſhip, Who, I prelume, 
will not Diſdain hereupon to let me into the 
Authority for Juſtifying Such Rebaptization; Or, if 
this be Wanting, that You will not fail to Ani- 
madvert upon, and Grrect, the Male-Praftice, 
While I take it, that the 6th of the Thirty-nine 
Articles in pariicular is Perfectly Orthodox in 
Advancing to this Effect, vix. Whatever is not 
Read in Scripture, Nor may be Proved there- 
by, is No Part of the Goſpel of Chriſt.— Which yet 
I don't refer to, as offering what is not well 
known to Your Lordſhip, but only to note, that 
I have not my {ſelf liv'd to long wholly Neglecting 
what our Church aſſerts without learning thus 


much, and to ſhew, that I am always Diſpos'd 


to Embrace all Opportunities, that offer, to be 
Better Inſtructed, while Providence fees fit to 
continue Life, and Common Senle, to, 


| Moſt Revd. 
Tour Mt Obedient Humble Servant, 
| W. BROCKMAN, 


| by. Anſwer to your Leiter, my Lord the Arch- Aitempted, _— by your Letter, His Grace 


biſhop orders me to acquaint you, that as no 


Perfon in his Dioceſe hath been Rebaptized with 
bis Allowance, or Confent, to he hath never been 
Informed, that any ſuch Thing bath ever been 


accept his Service, I ain, 
SIR, 
Toar humble Servant, 


JO. JONES. 
Whereta 


deſires you wou 


If this be ſo, it might well he Queried, What Repreſentation had been made to the Archbiſhop - 
when, 18th June 1739, Mr. Head himſelf wrote expreſly, viz. © As to the Baptizing Grigs (I will not call 
it Rebaptizing) I did not depend upon my own Judgment only, but had expreſs Authority from the 


© Archbiſhop to act in that Caſe.” 


( 10 ] 


Whereto I made Return to Mr. Jones as follows, 


CIR, | 
— 1 Can't ſuppoſe, but it appears, F was not 

diſpos'd to Believe any Perſon in my Lord 
Archbiſhop's Dioceſe had been Rebaptiz'd with 
Ins Alomance, or Confent ; And if no other Perſon 
hath given Intimation of ſuch an Aitempt, Nor 
0's more rightfully, and fully, apprize his Lord- 
thip with what is Added, cr Neglected, in his 
Dioceſe, That lies not on me to account for; 
But if Proper Inquiry be made thereafter, I am 
not apprehenſive, but the Fact I referr'd to, will 
be found to have been tranſacted ; For 15:h June 
4 paſt Mr. Head himſelf own'd ſo much in 
Jerms to me, A, to Baptizing Grigs, (I think his 
Chriftian Name was Henry) tho' indeed he ſaid, 
he will not Call it Rebaptiging; Yet, whatever 
Things are Called, No Denomination will Change 
their Nature; And if ſuch a Matter thus Acted be 
not Rebaptiz ation, T am Solicitous, and humbly In- 
Treat to be Inform'd, As I verily think becomes a 
Diſciple of Chriſt, and Member of the Church of 
England, What is Real Chriſtian Baptiſm; And how 
rh1s is to be Diingaiſh'd in the preſent Caſe from 
RAobaptization ; And thus, with My Humble Duty 
to My Lord Archbiſhop, he may be Aflur'd, 
will be Equally Welcome to me, to this be 
cone, from any Hand; And as before, ſo I ſince 
obſere d our Church Exhortation, Reſorting to the 


Beachborough, 11th Jane 1740. 


Ainiſters of God's Word for Avoiding of all Scruples 
and Doubtfulneſs; And have now again Proceeded 
Orderly from the Inferior, as Referr'd, to the 
Chief of their Order; And 'twas the former 
Shifting off a Reſolution, in ſuch manner, of my 
Private Inquiry for Perſonal Satisfaction concern- 
ing the Goſpel Inſtitut ion of Infant Baptiſm, that in- 
duc'd me, at long run, to make it at all more Pub- 
lick ; Which, indeed, I concluded with my ſelf, 
when ſo Rej:Qcd. to be ſomewhat Incumbent on 
me, As we are All Required to be Ready always to 
give an Anſwer to Every Man that Asketh us a Rea- 


Jon of the Hope that is in us, With all Meckneſs and 
Far For however Matters may (ide over with 


us here, I read, and am Convinc'd, God's Eyes 
are Open upon All the Ways of the Sons of Men, To 
give to Every One according to his Ways, and accord- 


ing to hi: Dinge; Which ſo weighs with me, 


That, as I Belicve Chris Goſpel to be the Rule of 


Faith and Practice, And may nat preſume my 
Exit to be far off, I am not Eaſie in my own 
Perſon, to end my Days in more Ignorance, or 
Error, than needs mult, Which occaſions ſuch 
Applications to be made by 5 


Tour humble Servant, 5 


W. BROCKMAN. 


Receiving no farther Advice from Any Hand, After a Fortnight's Interval, I wrote once more di- 
rely to the Archbiſhop Himſclf, as follows, viz. 


Mott Revd. B-ackborough, 28 h 
A I had heretofore found, from ſome Male- 

volent Infinuations, ſuch an Impreffion was 
tormerly made on Archbiſhop Sancroft, that he 
took me for one Diſaffected, and, as it were, a 
Spy, when 1 firſt Viſited the Seven Biſhops in the 
Tower; Till one of his Brother Sufferers, Who 
Dad thoroughly known me, and my Converſation, 
from my Intancy, Undeceiv'd him; And that 
again, beſides being threatned with Eccleſiaſtical 
Froceſs, I was ſoinchow ſo Inform'd againſt to 
Archbiſhop Teniſon, that be vouchſat'd to make 
it known to me by a third Perſon ; Whereupon 
I attended him, When laying Evidently before 
mim he very Circumſtances of Fi, he not only 
Ji my Procelure, but was farther Pleas'd 
10 make it his own Perlonal Requeſt to me, That 


ane 1740. 

1 wy paſs the Matter by, And make no more 
Stir about it; Whcrewith I readily Comply'd, 
And accordingly Acq :eſc'd.---After ſuch Expe- 
rienccs J was Jealous, I confeſs, My Lord, leaſt 
ſome ſuch ſiniſter Practic:s ſhou'd be Renev'd 
upon other late Incidents.---And being fo much 
a Stranger to Your Lordthip, of whom I had 
Conceiv'd ſo Good Fruit upon Your Exaltation, 


The Deference J paid to Your Character, was 


the very Reaſon, And is my Apology, for my 


 Earncltneſs to Foreſtall, if I cou'd, any ſuch 


Miſapprebenſion of me in Your ſelf, By offering 
You ſuch a Tedious, and, 'tis like, Uneaſie, 
Detail of my Courſe of Life at large; Yet wherein 
I challenge Any, and Every Body to fix Openly 


on me One ſuch Irregularity, or Diforder, as 


were, 
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were, in his own Term, The Warm Mr. Smith's 
late Inſults.---His Uſurping the Desk, as he did, 
when himſelf had given the — publick 
Notice of his Diſcharge.---And farther, going 
Abruptly, and in a Huff, out of the Church, at- 
ter the Lyturgy Service was orderly at length be- 

un. However, as the Whole ſeem'd to proceed 
1 much upon Pique, I have contented my ſelf, 
Acquieſcing there with hitherto, as alſo with the 
ſublequent wily Contrivance to Embarraſs me 
with Your Lordſhip at the Additional Charge of 
10 J. =» Ann, it's ſaid, to Well-meaning, but 
perfectly Childiſh, and Bubbl'd, Mr. Bil:on, for 
the continuing One to Officiate on at Cheriton 
againſt my Deſire, After he had farther Beſpat- 
ter'd me in the Pulpit; And withall, in his 
Warmth, told the Congregation to this Effect, viz. 
That they were not to judge for Themſelves, but 0 
T ake up with what they were Thence told ; Tho' if the 
People mayn't judge, the Beſt they can, for them- 
ſelves, ſure, the Preacher muſt be content Finally 
to Anſwer for Them, as well as for himſelf: For 
thus the Prophet teacheth, that When the Preaoher 

ives not Warning, And a Stumbling-Block is laid be- 
1 The Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, or Sin; 
But his Blood will God Require at the Preacher's 
Hand. | 

Alf herein, My Lord, I han't been wrong In- 


ſtructed, Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline was chicfly in- 


tended for Overſeeing, and Holding the Body of 
the Clergy to the due Diſcharge of their Paforal Du- 
ties; which, in Conſequence, wou'd go far to 
retain Others in theirs; But however uncouth it 


be, it is a Scrious Trath, That whoever were at 


firſt its Prime Objects, This Diſcipline has been ſo 
Inverted, and Perverted, as tis become little other 
than an Eccleſiaſtical Scare- Cow; And I have 
known it Aſſum d, that the Syperioars are to tardy 
themſelves in their Proper Stations, and, for the 
molt Part, ſuch Accompliſh'd Time-ſerving Cour- 
tiers, that they Dare not Inſpect, and Inſiſt upon 


the due Diſcharge of the Paſtoral Office 1n their 


1nferioars ; And tis manifeſtly known to the Pub- 
lick, That the Loner Houſe ſo Warmly, and O- 
penly, not long ſince, Oppos'd the Upper, that 
they are no more ſufter'd to (it, nor are ſoon like. 
--- And from this and ſuch like Conduct it comes 
to paſs, that the Great Arcanum, and Ultimatum, 
bas been Diſclos'd, and more ſeen 1nto by Many, 
very Many, than do venture Undiſtinguiſhedly 
to Avow it; ſo that as the Syperiozr and Inferiour 
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cy are afraid, and Rand ſo in Awe, of one 
another, they hold no more otherwiſe together, 
than in jointly Bearing Hard, as they can, upon, 
and in Keeping, with what Diligence they can, 
their Brethren and Fellows, the Laity, in Ignorance, 
and Subjection. And thus it appears, as if the 
Sum Total, and Upſhot, of their Now- Diſcipline 


Centers but in a ſort of Cloak and Cover for the 


Clergy, and to Bombooxle and Spange the Laity ; In 
the mean while, that the Subalterns are them- 
ſelves made the Subjects of much Jeſt and Ral- 
lery, by ſuch as they chooſe to favour, and affoci- 
ate with, molt ; And whoſe Frothy Wit runs 
much upon the Banter; Rather Sbunning than 
Converſing with others in a Friendly Improveable 
Correſpondence, eſpecially ſuch Real Friends as 
ſtudy ** to Preſerve the Body, by freeing it from 
“ every thing that may render it leſs Acceptable 
« and leſs Uſeful ; ” Not ſparing ſo much as 
their own Tribe and Order, whenever any one of 
them proves ſo ſingularly Humane and Charitable 
as to Eſpouſe the Common Rights of Chriſtians and 
Engliſhmen.---Truth neverthele!s will be, as it is, 
Truth, And altho' The Poor Man's Wiſdom is De- 
ſpisd, and his Words are not Heard, Wiſdom is, and 
ſo will ever be, ſooner or later, Fuſtiß d of her 
Children, —— © | 

My Lord, I neither ſet up for an Undertaker, 
nor am ſo Viſionair, as to conceit much Effect 
from any Addreſs of mine after what Opportuni- 
ties | have had for Obſervation. and that there 


ſubſiſts ſuch Ambiguities of Expreſſim, ſo many Re- 


ſervations and Exceptions, as are juſtly charg'd on 
the Church of Rome to be but Eccleſiaſtical Trepans, 
cven, as it were, among Our ſelves; And ſuch as 
gave Occaſion for a Right Reverend Biſhop to 
warn our late Abdicated King againſt Relying, 
as he did, upon The Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land in the Point of Submiſſion, and of Paſſivs Obe- 
dience, for that There were alſo Diſtinctions and 
Reſerves, even in Thoſe who had Aſſerted thoſe Points 
the moſt ; Yet, as a late Good Author writes, 
« When the World is arm'd againſt Trab, a 
„ Private Man may Bear his Teſtimony, and 
e have the Satisfaction to Deliver his own Soul.” 
And from the continued Declining to afford 
me more Light on the Do&rinal Point of Re- 
baptization, Jam left in ſuch Deſpair of any 
Fruit from farther Private Applications, that 
I can't well content my ſelf to fit down Ume- 
ſoly'd in this Novel N ſo Near, i y 
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Adminifired; When- as, concerning that other 
Point "relating to Proſt, which I had withall in- 
timated to Your Lordſhip, the Reclaiming that 


Colluſion, whether in One, or More, was fo Grate- 
ful to me, that | forthwith embrac'd the Oppor- 


tunity to Hail Your Lordſhip on being fo In- 
liiumental ia thatRedreſs, - = - 
After all, My Lord, as much Interruption as I 
have given Your Lordſhip, I was not over-cafily 
o far wrought upon to-do it, as particularly may 
appear from this Inſtance, That as long ago as 
21% July, 1737, iuſtead of a Solution of my Doubt 
concerning Infant Baptiſm, J received the follow- 
ing Direction in thcle Words from a Clergyman, 
* I ſhou'd think the Archbiſhop (now your Dio- 
*« celan) were a Proper Perſon for you to Apply 
to in this Matter: He is a very Able Man to 
anſver Any ſuch Kind of Queſtion, and I do 
„ belicrc Ver) Ready.“ However, this I forbore 
to do, Not from cither Shame or Fear, to expoſe 
my Weakneſs, but as conceiving it not fo Ab- 
ſtruſe in Itfelf, or of ſuch Difficulty, but that 
the Parochial Clergy, Generally Profetiing, and 
Practicing, this Rite in the manner it's pertorm'd, 
mult, ſome of them at leaſt, be thoroughly Maſ- 
ters of the Scripture Inſtitution.—- Vet being ſince 
otherwiſe urg'd, and refulving in my Mind, that 
had heard it Reported to Your Honour about 
the Time of Your Viſitation, That You had de- 
clar'd Your Reſolution io have a more Watchfnl Eye 


over the Clergy's Diſcharge of their Paſtoral Duties, I 


was hence the more readily induc'd to entertain 
the Motion of Applying to Your Lordſhip, as I 
did on, cr about 257 Feb. 1737-S, which may 
vet bave prov'd ſo Troubleſome in the Event, that 
Notwithſtanding Your ſo Favourable Beſpeaking 
26th Tune 1739, to hear upon Occaſion farther from 
me, You have not only withdrawn ſubſcribing 
Your own Name, 7th Fan: 1740, to the ſignify- 
ing Your Non Allowance or Conſent (Acted beyond 
an Attempt) to a Rebaptization in this Neighbour- 
hood, But alſo Way'd, in a manner, the Letting 
me into the Scripture-· Groand which I had earneſily 
indeed, but yet, I hope, ReſpeRfully withall, 
tolicited for ſuch Rebap:ization, as Mr. Head had 
not Deny'd, he had actually Adminiſtred on his 
Pariſhioner Grigs at Sellinge. And if Iam to be 


perlative Ponriff at Rome, Maſter upon Earth. 


Rill thus left to grope my Way in the Dark, as 


I can by my ſelf, without better Aſſiſtance, (As 
Biſhop Stillingfleet wrote concerning the Edict 
« of Wirmss tor Reſtoring All Things to their for- 
© mer State, That it cut off All Hopes of Reforma- 
&« tion.” --- And that, A“ Thorongh Reformation 
© being Morally Impoſſible, Nothing was left, 
e but that the Church Reform Itſelf by Parts“ 
ſo) I may reaſonably in like manner ſubjoin, 
Nothing is left me, unleſs I make a more Gene- 
ral Appeal too concerning this Point alſo ; And 


Lad 


withall pray God, that he wou'd. not finally lay 


to my Charge Ignorance, or Error, any mote than 


my Manifold Miſdoings; Aud that thoſe, who 


thus Refuſe my eat neſt Suit for Inſtruction, and 
ſo turn me off as an Ontcaſt, may not Themſelves 
be Caft-aways; And ſo Praying, Relts, 


Meſt Revd. As in Duty bound, 
Your Moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 
W. BROCKMAN, 


P. S. 'Tis now more than a Fortnight ſince I 
made my Return to Mr, Jones's Letter, wrote by 
your Lordſhip's Order; And hearing no farther 
from your Lordſhip, or Secretary; ſhou'd ſo much 
be made known to ſome, they might poſſibly 
deem it the greater Preſumption, that 1 ceaſe 
not to Intrude thus on One in fo High a Station; 
And to any fuch I wou'd offer, That as your 
Lordſhip's Station adds to your Weight, ſo Ap- 
plications to Yourſelf are the more Properly 
made; And farther, That as I have not liv'd 
to Forget the Duty to my Neighbour Taught in 
the Church Catechiſm, ** Of ſubmitting myſelf 
* to all my Governours, Teachers, era 
„“ Paſtors, and Maſters,” 1: is Spiritual Teaching 
with Submiſſion, which I ſeek thus; And thar, 
as a Member of Society in Civil Life, I am ſuf- 
ficiently Convinced of my Great Diſtance, And 
wou'd obſerve it; Yet I nevertheleſs learn, From 
The Rule of Faith and Practice, That Chriſtians, as 
ſuch, are Plac'd by Chriſt ſo much upon a Level, 
as Not to be Allow'd, In Points of Religion, And 
as Chrijtians, To Call Any Man, No not the Su- 


- a 
— 


And 


EE: 


And Aum being All the Word continued hitherto, —— Pof hae; 


Si Magnis Componere Parva licebit, 


It looks very much, as if we had Thoſe among 
Ourſelves, who have Taken up with Baron Pafen- 
dorf's Admonition to the Doctors of the Romiſh 
Charch (a), That © As the Proof of theſe Propo- 
« ſjtions is Extremely Difficult, They ought to 
© take Care, that they do not form them too 


« Accurately before their Auditors; But only in 


« General Terms; And to Cover them with the 
& Fox's Tail : For tis Much More their Intereſt 
ce to Buz in the Peoples Ears a Number of Rea- 
« ſons, which are Little to the Purpoſe 


And ſuch-like Saß, very Proper for a Noiſie 
* Declamation: Iis an Expedient likewiſe, 
* which they have found very Prefirable, With- 
“ out much Debate, To Brand Thoſe, with the 
Title of Hereticks, that Dare to Begin Any 
* Diſpute with them : For it is juſt as much, as 
it they ſhou'd term Them Ignorant, and Imper- 
« tinent, Novices, that have not learn'd their 
* Trade, That don't know how to ſpeak with 
„Honour before their Mafters, but Deſerve to 
be Burned.“ 


** 


| I Hail the Paffor, Who on God Relics, 
Whoſe New- born Life his Doctrine Juſtifies, 
Whoſe Pious Life's a Proof, he does Believe 
Myſterious Truths, which No One can Conceive ; 


Not One, Who makes his Preaching a Pretence 
To Dupe Mankind, and Rail at Common Senſe ; 
Nor One Puft 'd up with Vain, Pedantick Pride, 
Who, when he ſhou'd Reprove, do's Man Deride; 
Nor acts Chriſt's Shepherd's Part, but as ſerves Self, 
And Hireling like, Forſakes his Flock for Pelf; 
Nor ſuch Profeſſion, for Preferments Sake, 

Allows, but what, Without it, he wou'd Make; 


But, Who ſeeks Naked Truth, and will not Own 

A Currant Error Longer, than Unknown ; 

Who Dares be True unto Himſelf, and can 
Withſtand thoſe Glitt'ring Baits, that Marr the Man; 

Dares ſtill be Upright, tho? he lives in Time, 

When Virtue's held, and puniſh'd as a Crime; 

Who, as Chriſt's Soldier, Keeps his Rated Poſt, 

Waiting, for Recompence, the Lord of Hoſt : 


Thus, Who makes Souls his Care, and Heav'n his Scope, 
I honour much as Leader, Not as Pope: 
For Chriſt ordain'd, We ſhou'd on No Pretence 
Call Man our Maſter, in a Chriſtian Senſe: 


Now, Where on Earth are found ſuch God-like Men, 
I frankly yield Due Reverence to Them, 
Extol thoſe Shrines of Virtue, Homage pay, 
And, with the Vulgar Herd, Heed what they ſay; 
Grant ſome ſuch be, twill hold yet on Inqueſt, 
Man differs more from Man, than Man from Beaſt. 


Miſcellaneouſly Collected. 
| POST- 


(3) Hiſtory of Popedom. p. 7377 138. 


(14) 


POSTSCRIPT No, III. 


0 1 Cannot but every Day more and more Acknowledge The Goodneſs of God towards our Church 
in that very Thing, for which ſome Men ſo Tragically Lament their Oppreſſion and Sla- 
« very of it, Being fully Perſwaded, that Nothing at this Day Preſerves Vs from Kain and Deſola- 


< tion, But that We have not Pow v, of Ourſelves, 


To do the Church a Miſchief.” 


Archbiſhop Wake's Appeal, Cc. P. 120, 121. 


I Have all my Life eſteem'd it a Particular 
| Happineſs, That I had a Principle of Inter- 
nal Religion Early Inſtill'd under the Care and 
Tuition of The Pious, and Laborious, Dr. Peter 
Browne ; — From whence, or whether from the 
Perſonal Regards I cou'd perceive ſhewn the 
Clergy in general, Or from whatever other Mo- 
tive it might ſpring, I had a ſtrong Inclination 
in my Infancy to have become One of that Or- 
der; Provided I cou'd, with God's Bleſſing, have 
Attain'd to be a Scholar; But a Parent 13 
ing, from Circumſtances attending the Family, 
1 was like, if 1 ſurviv'd, to be Loaded with 
Worldly Incumbrances, Little Conſiſtent with 
that Venerable Calling, wou'd by no means give 
Way to this my Natural Bent; And this Check, 
I realy think, made me more Indifferent to Pro- 
fit in School Learning ; --- And as I was Born 
ſome little Time before the Reſtoration, when 
the Nation was ſo Overjoy'd with Honey Moon 
Raptures, that Romiſh Wiles were little Regarded 
by the Generality of Lords, or Commons; How- 
ever, as Barefac'd Popery was yet of too ſtrong 
Digeſtion, tho the Royal Branches had been be- 
fore fo far ſeduc'd, The Profeſſed Papiſts were put 
to play an Underhand After- Game; And accord- 
ingly Over-/ho: the other High- Flyers in their own 
Bow, Working them up to become the Tools of 
RXomanifts, By ſowing more Seeds of Diviſion 
among the Body of Proteſtants, And Reducing 
the Civil Rights of the Nation to a more Precarious 
State, And to ſuch Degree, that the ſame Set of 
Legiſlators, And ſome Other Prime Managers, 
liv'd to Regret ſorely Their, Over confiding Credality ; 
Yet, not Timely enough Alarm'd, the Falle, 
_ Deſtructive Policies prevail'd fo long, and far, 
3 hat at length They produc'd an Abdication, and 
Zrans/er, ot the Crown, from that Royal Family 
to the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover; (Where 
Long May it Flouriſh upon its True Founda- 


tion ;) After which, the ſame Party continued, 
notwithſtanding, (till ſo Intoxicated, and Bigot- 


ted, as to be again Over- reach d, and Made a 


Stale to ſubſerve the Intrigues of Rome, as Lord 
Derwentwater Declar'd - in the Tower, It was for 
this Reaſon, That they made Mr, Foffer their 
General at the Prefton Rebellion, as ug ut Hg 
as he was for ſuch Command: Becauſe, forſooth, 
it was to appear, as if High- Church were Princi- 
pals, and KRomanifts but as their Auxiliaries; 
Thus Church is made agen, and agen, but the 
ſervile Iuſtrument for Introducing Popery, Arbitrary 
Power, and Tyranny Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, To 
the Subverſion of the Conſtitution itſell. 

And being Born, as I ſaid before, when Thoſe 
High - Flying Notions, | both Eccleſiaſtical, and 
Civil, were ſo in Vogue, I was accordingly 
Train'd up, and thereto, I can't deny, did Im- 
plicitly Adhere, till T had paſs'd ſome Time in 
St. Fohn's College, Cambridge, Where, I own 
with Grateful Remembrance, I met with much 
Countenance, and Civility, from among the 
Reſiding Fellows, Yet Here it was, that I firit 
took ſome ſmall Alarm, And began to ſuſpect, 
All was not Right, I had been Taught; Which 
happen'd Occaſionally upon a then Biſhop's 
Writing a certain Pamphlet, which made ſome 
Noiſe abroad, but was Vehemently Decry'd by 
the Fcl!'ows of the College in general; When 
that Particular, which moſt Gravell'd me, was, 
That tho' They Own'd, There might be Much 
Truth in the ſubject- matters therein treated, Yet 


it was 2 common Reflection, and frequently R- 


peated among them, (by whom I am (till Thank- 
ful, I was favom'd with a Free Converſation) 


That it was an Ill Bird, which Bewray'd its own Neſt; 


This I confeſs, bore ſo much Tincture, to my 
Apprehenſion, of ſome Latent Degree of Diſ- 
ingenuity, at leaſt, as Rous'd in my ſleeping 
Thoughts, That it was Time, 1 ſhou'd Pegin to 

$2 now 


(15) 1 


know upon what Grounds I held, and cou d 
maintain, the Notions I had Imbib d; And thus 
poſſeſs d in ſome meaſure with a Glimmering, I 
was in a while Remov'd to the Temple, about 
the Time that the Diſcovery of the Black Deſigns 
to Introduce Rowiſh Popery was made ſo Evident ; 
When tho? I had quitted the College, there was 
ſo much Good Will retain'd towards me, that 
one of the Fellows, and of Prime Note among 


them, wrote me an Acceptable Letter of Caution 


againſt Falling into Bad Company, and Warn- 
ing me againſt Wrong Not ions, which I took for 
a very Courteous, Friendly Part, and accordingly 
made bim my Acknowledgment ; But as his Let- 
ter contain'd only Generals, and I, Unexperienc d, 
but Beginning to look out for better Guidance, 
and Aſſurance, in Sentiments that might more 
properly be call'd My Own, I delay'd not to in- 
treat the ſame Perſon with Simplicity, and Ear. 


neſtneſs, to Explain himſelf, and Deſcend to 


Particalars, that I might be farther Enabled to 
Diſtinguiſh between Truth and Fal ſhood, Right and 
—_ And that he wou'd Open to me Plainly 
the Right Side of the Queſtions at that time 


Agitated ; Leaſt I wy Unawares, and Inad- 


vertently, take Darkneſs for Light, Wrong for Right, 
or Falſhood for Truth; Flattering my ſelf, for the 
time, from the Learning, and my Senſe of the 
Gentleman's Candour, concurrent with fo 
Promiſing a General Intimation, I ſhon'd ſoon 
have been favour d with more Proper Light to 
direct my Purſuit; Vet, notwithſtand ing I had in 
fo Preſſing a Manner, after having been thus lead 
thereto, Requelted Particular Directions, J heard 
not any more from the Gentleman ; Which, 
from my having entertain'd ſuch ſpecial Opinion 
of his Aﬀable Sincerity, and Abilities, did more 
than a little, I am free to own, ſurprize and 
ſtartle me—And much thus was I afterwards 
again Drop'd by a Perſon of Good Note, Who, 
when the Bill of Excluſion was Attempted, wou'd 
bave Withdrawn me from taking Part on that 
Side of the Queſtion : But I had no ſooner there- 
upon Aſſur'd him, I wou'd always Endeavour in 
that, and like Caſes, what I took to be for Pub- 
lick Good at the Time, And wou'd neither do an 
1 Thing to be Great, Nor a Mean Thing to be Popu- 
lar; then He told me, If ſo, E ſto d leave me ro my 


8 


ſelf, And had no more to ſay to me. — And thus I wa 

lead on, Gradually, from one Step to another, 
into more Diſtruſt of my paſt Confidence in what 
I had been Inur'd to Hold, and Profeſs, without 
Underfianding; And fo became more Confirm'd, 
That I ought to Betake my ſelf to Endeavour to 
Know, as far as I cou'd Attain; And in this De- 
termination I was much Encourag'd by the then 
Right Res, Biſhop Ganning, Who permitted me 
a free Acceſs to him, and was the Firſt that made 
me Acquainted with the Diſcoveries of that Hortid 
Popiſh Plot, as Communicated to the Houſe of 
Lords; And rather Pcompted, than Check'd, my 
inquiries, tho' ever, and anon, I took the Liberty 
to Object to his Inſtructions, and other Docu-- 
ments.— And however ſhort I am, or how much 
ſoever J have miſcarried in my Reſearches, I 
have (till Adher'd to the Gnſtitarion of King, Lords, 


and Cmmont, in Relation both to Civil, and Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Affairs ; And taken the Bible, and & i- 
ten Word of God, for my Rale of Faith and Practice, 
in Matters of Religion; As did our firlt Reformers, 
Who Good, and Great Men, as they were, made 
a Happy, and Glorious Progreſe, for theit Time; 
But never Pretended, nor Dream'd, That their 
Eſſay had Finiſhed the Neceſſary Work of thoraxgh 
Reformation according to Chrift's Goſpel ; Or that 
they had ſet ſo much as a Ve Ply; Ulira to ſuc- 
ceeding Generations; When, as a Right Rey. 
Biſhop of our Times writes, (2) © There Remains 
„ a Great Deal to be done for the Compleating 
„ of the Reformation, eſpecially as to the Lives 
« and Manners of Men.“ And ſubjoins, “ This 
will moſt Effectually be done, By Obliging the 
“ Clergy to be more Exemplary in their Lives, 
and more Diligent, and Faithful, in the Diſ- 
« charge of their Paſtoral Care.” Yet the fol- 
lowing Ages have hitherto prov'd ſo Degenerate, 
as to Manifeſt, from Time to Time, More Diſ- 


A 
** 


poſition towards a Ketro-ſpect, than to an Ultra- 


jp:& ; Tho' it's moſt true in Fact, That it fares 
much alike in both Relations of the State, Civil and 
Eccleſiadical: For as Time breedeth Miſerics in 
the One, ſo does it in the Other; According to 
the juit Obſervation of the very Learned, and 
Diſcerning Lord Yeralam (b), That © Churches 


and Chappels need No Leſs Reparations than 


© Caſtles and Houſes. Nay, that to {peak Truth, 
D « D;la- 


——_ 


(2) Biſhop Bures g Paſtoral Care. En. Daa. 


(5) Refufeitatio, Part 1. P. 182. 
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© out Europe from Eaft to Met: For the Well- 
© diſpoſed Princes on the Continent finding in 
« the Reformed Miniſters a Pragmatical Spirit, that 
* was for Modelling the State, as well as the 
“ Church, according to their * Views, 


* -Dilapidations of the Inward, and Spiritual 
** Edifications of the Church of God are in all 
** Times, as Great, as the Outward and Mate- 
rial. And why then ſhou'd the Civil State be 
** Purg'd and Reſtor'd by Good and Wholcſome 
** Laws,--- And Contrariwiſe, the Eccleſiaſtical 
ill continue upon the Dregs of Time, and 
receive no Alteration ?? Whereto it's greatly 
owing, that Romaniſts make ſuch Earnings, as 
not mM occaſioned a more than Ordinary, 
:ho' no Unaccountable, Outcry of the Growth of 
Popcry : For Reformation here was ſo Begun upon 
a Politick, if not a more Licentious, Motive, and 
Bas reſted hitherto ſo much upon a Political Bot- 
tam; As alſo, that Church-Divines, generally 
peaking, do ſo Rely on the Law for their own 
Eſtabliſhment, and but Outward Conformity, 
that, as the Blind are moſt eaſily Lead, and Need 
it molt, the Common People, Detain'd in ſhame- 
ful Ignorance, are ſo little Able to give a Reaſon 
for what they Profeſs to Believe, and Conform 
to, that they are ſoon Taken Captive by Romiſh 
Emiſſarices, who without much Difhculty can 
plainly make the egregious Fallacy of ſuch Motley 
Reformers appear to their Low Capacities, in 
their ſo inconſiſtently with Themſelves, as well 
as with Romaniſts, afluming, that they neither 
hold, nor are in, Error, while yet they pretend 
to Diſclaim all /fallibility, which Alone can 
ſuppoit ſuch Defettibility from Truth, ſo that the 

ulgar, made ſenſible of ſuch Palpable Preva- 
rication in ſhaking off a Foreign Uſurpation, and 
ſubſtituting a Domeſtick One, are often thus ſu- 
pinely Captivated to Return rather to Babylon, The 
Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth (a), 
and Eminent Noot of Multiply'd Errors, than to 
Reſt longer on ſo Weak a Reed, as is any Fruitleſs 
Excreſcence, or  Exuberance, however ſeperated 
from its Root ; And after this manner the Learn- 
ed Mr, Warburton (b) lately“ cannot without 
much Grief obſerve, that this Wrong Fudgment 
% was not only Pernicious to Civil Society, but at 
that time highly Ijurious to the Intereſts of 
* Proteſtantiſm ; It did indeed Contribute more 
** than any _ beſides to Rivet Popery upon 
us, that was then ſhaken to its loweſt Founda- 
tions, while it put a Stop to the Glorious Progreſs, 
the Keformed Religion was then making thæough- 


kc 


enough, and ſufficiently on my Guard 


* Adher'd, or Fell. back, to the Papa 


- Power, as 
«c 


Preferring an Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, they had 
been Accuftom'd to, before a New One, Whoſe 
e Principles Threatned an entire Reverſment of the 
«© Eftabliſh'd Policies.” 

And, be my Errors what they will, neither 
have I taken them up from Perſons Prejudic'd 
againſt our Legal Eſtabliſhments ; As I have all 
along Conſorted, thro' the whole Courſe of Active 
Life, for the moſt Part, with ſuch as the above- 
{aid Biſhop Gunning, Turner, White, Grove, Wil- 
liams, Burnet, Kennett, and the Moſt Valuable 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon, As alſo with that Strenuous 
Aſſerter of Natural and Reveal'd Religion, the 
late Eminent Dr. Samuel Clarke ; Nor have I been 
altogether a Stranger to the Preſent Moſt Con- 
ſiſtent Right Rev. Biſhop Hoadly ; And moſt Con- 
verſant likewiſe with the Writings on that Side 


of the Queſtion, tho' I ſay, after the Ingenious 


Author of The Tryal of the Witneſſes, © He is but 
© a Poor Counſel, who ſtudies on One Side of 
« the Queſtion Only,'—— 

Nor have I inclin'd to Diſallow the Frame of 
our Eſtabliſhment in any Relation ; But, as I 
learn from'that Irrefragable Maintainer of the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, the Incomparable Mr. Chilling - 
worth, That One may be an Adverſary to Er- 
“ rors, while yet a Friend, and Servant to the 
* Perſon; Nay, ſo much more a Friend unto the 
&« Perfon, by how much a Severer, and more 
„ Rigid Adverſary to the Errors. $So l, as a 
Real Friend (tho, *tis like, not Circumſpect 
made 
ſenſible of fundry Ill Conſequences from Perſonal 


Neglects, and Irregularities, may, not impro- 


bably, bave too Improvidently, and Unſeaſon- 
ably, ſometimes expreſs'd an Honeſt, however 
Unwelcome, Senſe, and Perception, with Affec- 
tionate Concern, That Adminiſtrators are ſo prone 
to Deviate from the alone Authoritative Conſti- 
tutions of Law and Goſpel; And fo to Pervert 
the Common Rights of Subjects by Sequeſtring, 


and Confining them to Party Factions, and their 


Lucra- 


(#) Rey. xvii. 5. 


()) Alliance between Church and State. P. 29, 30. 
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Lucrative Self-Interefis, to the unſpeakable Pre- 
judice of the Aggregate Body Politick, and Chriſti- 
an; Inſomuch as Time bas been, if it be no More, 
when it was obſery'd, That an Appearance of 
Serious, Internal Piety, was Slanderouſly Branded, 
at all Adventure, as Hypocriſy, or Enthuſiaſm ; 
Whereas it might more juſtly be aſſumed, That 
both Hypocriſy, and (inſtead of Enthuſiaſm, do but 
Subſtitute) Bigotry, there is more of theſe amidſt 
the [mplicit Claſs of Conformiſts Labouring under 
the ſevere Difficulties and Diſcouragements, ſo clear- 
ly Exemplity'd by a late deceas d Biſhop, than 
among thoſe who Scruple ſuch Compliances.--- 
And tho' they be not a few, who by Degrees be- 
come Senſjble of, and Groan under the Weight 
of their Entanglements, they nevertheleſs, whether 
from Indolence in Some, a mn Modeſty in Others, 
or from fo Harſh a Tryal as Endangering at leaſt 
an immediate, preſent Subſiſtence with the Fore- 
oing all Hope of Future Advantage, or poſſibly 
rom what the Prophet noted (4), The prudent Man 
ſhall keep Silence in that Time ; For it is an Evil 
Time Let Theſe, from whence ſoever it pro- 
ceeds are, for the moſt part, with-held from Ma- 
king their Private Complaints more Publick; 
And a very ſtubborn, as well as Unhappy, 
Averſneſs ſubſides (as Biſhop Smaldridge own'd 
in himſelf to Mr. Whifon)) againſt Examining 
into the Grounds of Currant Tenets, and Com- 
pliances with Human Inventions, and but Modes 
and Faſhions, of the Times ---- All which may 
in a Great Meaſure be Aſcrib'd to the Exacting 
an Oath of Canonical Obedience; tho', as a Noble 
Lord wrote, Neſcio _— ure, Nor Cui Fini, other 
th of Allegiance : For 


_ 1 : 
— Diviſum Imperium cum I dee, Ovat— 


And to the Unaccountable, and Pernicious Cuſ- 


tom of ſo Early Matriculating Novices to They 


- know not what; And to Other ſubſequent, 


Implicit, S«bſcriptions, & c. Beyond what the 
13th Q. Eliz. Ch. 12. (© Which gives The Legal 
« Authority to Our Requiring S»bſcriptions, in 
« order to a Man's being Capable of a Bene- 


te fice.*) Enacts, And ſuch as Cuſtom only 


— 


Tolerates, and renders Paſſable for Preſent Ex- 
pediencies; Whereby Theſe Adepts, in Tune, 
tind Themſelves ſo Unawares, and Inadyer- 
tently Hamper'd, and Bound down, as they know 
not how to Remedy, or get rid of; And ſo Per- 
ſift continuing the Round muchas do Horſes blind- 
ed in Mills; — Whereto it may not Unapt- 
ly be added, That a Clergy, Relying, as do too 


Many, on Legal Eltablichments are apt to grow 


Negligent, and Careleſs, in their Paſtoral Care, 
and Duties, Which gave Occaſion for One Biſhop 
(b) to write, © Its too Eaſie to Obſerve, that 
** thoſe, who have the Law on their ſide, And 
the Advantage 6f-a National Settlement, are 
** more Apt to be Remiſs, and Carelels.” And 
to Another (c), That © We are Certainly very 
* Remiſs on Both Hands; Little Pains is taken 


to Gain either upon Papiſt, or Non-conformiſt ; 


* The Law has been ſo Much Truſted to, That 
that Method only was Thought ſure; It was 
much Valued, And others at the ſame time 
% as much Neglected.” And King Charles II. 
As little Account as he made of Any Religion 


at all, forbore not to Remonſtrate thus (4), That 


If the Clergy had done Their Part, it had been 
Han Eaſie Thing to Run down the Non-confor- 
* mifts; But, he adds, They will do Nothing, 
And molt of them do Worſe, than Nothing.” 
Whence it but too Naturally follows, as bas 
been Remark'd from Ancient Times (e), That 
** It's the Uſual Practice of the Men of this 


World, who hate the Light, And will not 


* come unto it, To Defame the Perſons, and 
* Blacken the Characters of Thoſe, who tell them 
the Truth.“ Like as tis to be read in Bocalin's 
Parnaſſus, that Euclide underwent a Baſtinado for 
Publithing an Inſtrument, Demonſtrating, That 
the Lines of Mens Thoughts, and Actions, Center 


in Coatriving to take Money Handſomely out of 


Another's Purſe to put it in Their own; I meet 
with it alſo Recited from Mr. Wharton (F), That 
lt is the Uſual Fate of Oppoſers of Inveterate 
„ Evils ſeldome to eſcape the Perſecution, but 
never the Hatred, of Thoſe, who are Engag'd 
both by Zeal, and Intereſts, ia the Continu- 
<< ance of thoſe Evils,”-— 

--» Great 


(a) Amos v. 13. 


—— 


| * Biſhop Burnet's Expoſ. of the 39 Art. Introd. P. 8— 
(5) _ gs Eccleſ.. Caſes. Vl. 1. P. 391. 
a) Bi 


(e) Biſhop Barnet s Paſtoral Care. 4% Emir, P. 119. 


op Burner s Hiſt. of his own Time. Vol. 1. P. 177. 


(e) Preface to Dr. Wicklife's Life. P. 3. 


(Y Dr. Hickliße's Life. P. 40. 


(18) 


to be Veſted with other Civil Commiſſions, far- 
ther Manifeſting themſelyes 7; 


--- Great Encomiums have been frequently 
beltow'd, And very probably with good Reaſon, 
upon the Pure, Simple, Piety of Primitive Chriſ- 
tians, Compar'd with that of Later Ages; But 
like Compariſon between the Manners of Primitive 
PrieFFs in Thoſe Times, And of the Moderns, is 


not at any Time Eſſayd; Yet They were the 


Root, that produc'd, and bore, ſuch Beneficent, 
Happy, Fruit; Nor ſo much as any Hint ſug- 
geſted, that Thoſe Ancients ever held with Tranſ- 
lations, Commendams, Diſpenſations, &c. Which 
Deprive ſo Many of their Fellow- Brethren of their 
Proper Maintenance, Originally Intended both 
by the Donors, and other Legal Proviſions; Or 
that. Any of them were, or were Like unto, 
Lords of Parliament, or other Councellors of State; 
And tho' we Read, that Kings of Old were like- 
wiſe Prioſte, Yet never Vice 2 2; And alſo, that 
Maſters of Families in Ancient Times Officiated in 
hike manner within their Sphere; But under the 
Goſpel, (a) tho Authority was exercis'd upon Others 
among the Gentiles, Chriſt even forbad, it ſhou'd be ſo 
among the Apeftles, His Diſciples , And ( All 
theſe Things happen'd unto them for Enſamples, And 
they are Written for our Admonition upon Whom the 
Ends of the World are come. But The Devil was 
—Buſje—to Weave © (c) Religion into Affairs of 
State, the better to Introduce his Worſhip, and 
support Idolatry, By Accommodating it to 
* the Ambition, Vanitv, and Superſtition, of 
Men.“ And © Such Baſie Men, as cannot be 
Content to be Divines, An Office, that Requires 
% The While Man, Without being Lay-men, wou'd 
e {9 Little keep up The Reputation, which ought to 
* Diſtingaiſh the Clergy, Or Preſerve The Eſteem 
te Due to the Holy, i. e. Seperate, Order, That No 
© Body can ſhew Greater Good Will to them, 
*«. Than by Taking all Occaſjons to put a Stop to 
Any Forwardneſs, to be Meddling oui of their 
Calling.“ | | 

Ie Smtor ultra Crepilam —— 


And if a Check be not given, And a Stop put 
to their Lay Progreſs; More eſpecially, as Mo- 
derne, ſince they Drop'd Taxing themſelves apart, 
are become ſo Intent on Weaving, and Twitting, 
themſelves into Incorporate Bodies Politick, And 


« Such Kinds of an Amphibuous Nature, 
« As are either for the Land, or Water. 


They are not only Like to become ſtill more Lay, 
and Secular; But, as Archbiſhop: Wake wrote (d), 
„The Clergy had run into Miſcarriages for want 


of Reſtraint.” So alſo Archbiſhop Spetſwood 


informs (e), That © The Secretary --- Advis'd 
© King Fares to Leave the Miniſters to their 
© own Courſes, ſaying, That in a ſhort Time, 
© They wou'd become ſo Intolerable, as The 
«© People wou'd Chaſe them forth of The Coun- 
« try; True, Anſwered The King, If I were pur- 
& poſed to Undo the Church, and Religion, I ſþowd 


'& think your Counſel not Il; But my Mind is to 


« Maintain Both, Therefore can 1 not ſuffer Them 
* Run into theſe Diſorders, that will make Religion 
6e 70 be Deſpiſed.” But what may be more im- 
mediately ſenſible to Them, Their Procuring, or 
being but Brought into, ſuch Lay, and Civil, 
Qualifications may Chance to Prove an Unwel- 
come Precedent, and Forerunner, of Laymens 
being again Preferr'd to Deanries, & c. (a Regu- 
lation not altogether without Example,) And to 
Hold Other Eccieſiaſtical Sine-Cures in Common with 
the Clergy; Not Unlike as Thoſe Practices of 


The Adonks are ſaid to have Pav'd, and Lead, 


the Way to The Other Inpropriations, that in 
Time followed: For, according to Baron Pafen- 
dorf's Obſervation (f), “ All theſe Errors (as be- 
fore mention'd in loc.) © proceed from The Con- 
« founding the Church with the State; Which un- 
<« lefs we Nicely Diſtinguiſh, and Allow, that 


* The Church is ſwallowed up in The State, tis to 


Little Purpoſe, That we have ſhook off The 
« Yoke of the Church of Rome. | 
Even a Celebrated Father (g) of the Church 


argues, Care muſt be taken to meaſure the 
« Crime by the True Intereſt of the Charch, And 


© not by the Intereſt of the Clergy ; Becauſe 
„there is an Eſſential Difference between The 
© urch, and the Clergy, Not only in The Thin 


« Conſidered in itſelt, but alſo on a Political 


« Conſideration.“ - For 1 


(a) Luke xxil. 25, 26. (5) 1 Cor. x. 11. 
4) Do's Appeal, c. P. 120. 


Y Relatiow between Churck and State, P. 166. (g) Father Paul's Rig 


e N 
(c) Mr. Lacke's 3d Letter for Toleration. P. 188.00 20- 


(e) Hiſtary of Scotland. P. 348. : 
2 of Soyeraigns and Subjects. P. 22 6. 


„ ma 


“ bas now laid in 
“ The Clergy (Y), where Their Intereſts are 


( 19) 


« If we may be allow'd-to judge of (a) What 
18 What already has come to paſs, 
and Conſider the Vaſt Increaſe of Church Li- 


4 vings ſince the en a Being, it will ap- 


« pear, that Their Ingroſſing The Whole to 
„ Themſelves is ſo far from being an Impoſſi- 
« bility, as ſome Inſinuate, that tis on the Con- 
« trary very Eaſie; And we might ſay very Near 
6 theit Accompliſhment too; Unleſs They meet 
« with Rubs ; ſuch, for Inſtance, as Thoſe, which 
© The Wiſe, and Vigilant, Republick of Venice 
heir Way.” --- Since too 


« ever. ſo. Little Conceru'd, don't uſe. to part 
« with them Tamely, But are commonly ſo Li- 
e tigious, that tis as much as a Layman can do, 
« Defend himſelf againſt Their Prcetenſions,” — 
So that 3 5 ; 

« Forming an Eccleſiaſtical State (c) within 
«© every Civil State--- upon any Turn, The Cler- 
„ gy will be Ready to | 
6c of their Liberties ; Let Thoſe, who have Shoul- 
“ ders broad enough for ſuch a Buthen, Carry 
„ it.”--- Whereas, | 

© Read The New Teſtament (4) over and 
*© over, you will find No Place where Jeſus Chrift 


« ſettled his Diſciples in any Domain, or Temporal 


6 Intereſt.— And yet 8 
« It may indeed be ſaid (e) with too much 


I © Juſtice, that tis The Conſtant Fate of The 
4 © High Prieſts to be Captivated by this Paſſionate 


* Thirſt of her Worldly Grandeur; tho' therc's 
„No Crime in The Whole Goſpel, againſt which 


Je ſas Chriff has Expreſs'd more Reſentment.”--- 


ut 

Keeping The Clergy in a State of Depen- 
% dence on The Laity for their Maintenance, is 
* Attended with Theſe two Advantages ; Firſt, 
© Tn that It Obliges them to be always Watch- 
ce ful of their Conduct, And. ta ſet Good Ex- 
«© amples to The Laity for Fear of Loſing Their 
© Subliftence ; --- Secondly, It excites Compaſ- 
© Gon in The Laity to uſe their Utmoſt Efforts 
© to Relieve the Neceflities of The Clergy ; On 


© the Contrary, When They are not only Pro- 


« vided with Neceſſaries, but even with Super- 
« fluities, They are quite Indifferent what Others 


ry-out of Infringements , 


4 may Think of them, (/) from whom They 


e have No Advantage to hope for, Nor No Evil 
& to fear. Moreover, 

«© The Church (g) is only a Body Compoy'd of 
* as Many Members as there are Perſons, who 
« have receiv'd Baptiſm.”--- And of Theſe 

ce Every One knows, () That the Order Itſelf 
* do's not Make the Clergy Wiſer, or Better, than 
“ Other Men; and that The Prieſt is as Much 
* under the Dominion of the Senſes, as The Lay- 
e man; And as Much ſubjected to The Violence 
of All The Paſſions ; ſo that he always appears 
“to be as Frail, as Other Men.” 

Upon ſuch ſufficient Grounds Another Divine 
has alſo put The Query, g 

* Whether (i) it be not more Agteeable to 


, 


« The Primitive Times, and The Nature of The 


“ Chriltian Religion, That the Clergy ſhowd - 
* have ſome. Dependence on The People as ta 
* Temporals, who Depend ſo much on The 
“ Clergy in Spirituals? 5 | 
© We Conſider the Inconveniencies of a De- 
“pending Clergy; But not The Greater-Ones, 
„Of having Them Abſolute, and Indepen- 
“ dent, Cc. F< 
And the above Retroſpect concerning Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, Excluſive of the Character of 
their then Prieſts brings to Mind a farther n- 


quiry, Cc. 


(4) © Who firſt Taught Souls, Enflay'd, and 
« Realms Undone, 
* Tit Enormous Faith of Many Made for 
„One? | | 
„That Proud Exception to All Nature's 
Laws, | 
„ T' Invert the World, and Counter work 
„ 1ts Cauſe? 
** When Force made Conqueſt, And that 
„ Conqueſt Law, 
* Een then Religion Taught the Tyrant 
« Awe; 
«TM _— Tyranny Prie/s lent Their 
«K Aj; f 
* And Gods of Conqu'rors, Slaves of Sub- 
„ jects, Made. NE 


E 5 4 


| (5) Ibid. P. 269, 270, 


(a) Ibid. P. 179. 
bid. P, 147- 


(e) Ibid. P. 84. 01 
(7) Melius Inquirendum. P. 110. 


(e) Ibid. p. 13&“ 


(4) Ibid. P. 36, 37. 
(g) Ibid. P. 4. 


( Ibid. 198. 


(4) From Mr, Pope's Eſſay on Man. 5g. ili. P. 40. 


(20) 


As alſo, The like Partial Clamour Prepoſte- 
rouſly kept ſo up, and loudly rung, Of the La- 
mentable Confuſion in the Time of the Paſt Civil 
War; Without taking any Notice of the Direful 
Prelude, that both Bred, and Made ſo Neceſſary, 
that Confuſon (Which undoubtedly muſt have 
been very Grear, and Diſmal, for the Time, as 


is Unavoidable in all Caſes of Civil War) --- But 


then, What Tolerable Colour can be given, Wh 
Unde Venit, Nemo Querit, (a) © His (Charles 1) 
** moſt Zealous Friends have no otherwiſe under- 
« taken to juſtify his Conduct, than by an Af- 
<* fected Silence, or at leaſt by very lightly Paſ- 
<*: ſing over the firſt Fifteen Years of his Reign.“ 
And Why then is ſuch Profound Silence held 
concerning the Deteſtable Policies, Thoſe Seed- 


Plot, that Hatch'd, and Nur d. up, all the After 


Maladies, and Confuſion, ſo Partially, for the 
molt part, Declaim'd upon, When yet any one, 
that doubts, but who only without Prejudice, or 
Prepoſſeſſion, Conſults the Hiſtory of thoſe firli 
Fifteen Years of that King's Reign, will ſoon ſee 
Reaſon to Conclude, as does Monſieur Rapin alſo, 
after this manner, (b) That the Character of 
* the King, The Genius of the Court, The Con- 
duct of the Magiſtrates, Taken together, and 
«© in general, may ſerve to ſhew The Cauſes of that 
* Terrible Revolution, of which Lord Clarendon has 
given the Hiſtory,” —— 

And which were of that Nature and Impor- 
tance, That (As our Noble Hiſtorian, The Lord 
Clarendon, as much a Church, and Prerogative, 
Man, as he was, omits not to inform After Gene- 
rations, and Aſſures All the World) (c) The Conn- 
1 cil-T able, and Star-Chamber,—Holding for Hon- 
% ourable, that which Pleaſed, And for Fj} that, 
* which Profited—Thoſe Foundations of Right, By 
** which Men Valued Their Security, To the Ap- 
&*: pretienſion, and Underſtanding, of Wiſe Men, 
„were Never More in Danger. — © And by a 
* Logick, that left No Man Any Thing, which 
* be might Call his Own.”—Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch an Oppreilive State, and Fatal Proſpect, 
Himſelf Confirms, That (d)“ In the Houte of 
Common, - Without Doubt, The Major Part 
of that Body conſiſted of Men, Who had N 
« Mind to Break the Peace of the Kingdom, Or to 


n 


ce make any Conſiderable Alteration in The G- 
* gernment of Church 
Breach is Made, Who are to anſwer for its Un- | 
happy Conſequences ſo much, as The Firſt Fo- 


ot State,” But when a 


menters and Aggreſſors? 


« *Tig he the Other does Invade, 
© By Whomſoe er The Breach is Made.” 


As the ſame Noble Royaliſt Himſelf alſo far- 
ther allows, (e)“ Defenſive Arms were more 
« Plauſible Divinity; And if the King ſhou'd 


* Commit ſuch an Outrage, as Io Deltroy 


the Religion, Laws, and _— of the King= 
« dom, Good Men were perſmaded, That ſuch 4 
———_ might be Made, as might Preſerve the 
6% Whole.” | 


--- And well might He Advance withall as he | 
„ (f) © The Juſtice of the Kingdom--- at ſome | 


do 75 

© Ber 1 ref fil 7 7 ard the = 
&« geſt Oppoſers, and Oppreſſor of it, When Him- 
ſelf Anally Concludes, 2 And ſo Religiouſi Aſ- 
cribes it to The Aethod of God's Fuftice, (A Me- 
« thod terribly Remarkable in many Paſſages, 


and upon many Perſons) (H) That theſame Prin- 


„ ciples, and the ſame Application of thoſe 
„Principles, ſhou'd be Uſed to the Wreſting of 
„% Soveraign Power from the Crown ; which the 
© Crown had a little before made Uſe of for The 


« Extending its Authority, and Power, Beyond its | 


« Bounds, To the Prejudice of the Fuſt Rights of the 


Subject: A Suppoſed Neceſſity was Then thought 


« Ground enough to Create a Power ; And a bare 
« Averment of that Neceſſity, to Beget a Practice io 


« Impoſe what Tax 
ay Subjeft.”— | 


Nes Lex eſt Juſtior Ulla, 
Seu, e ba. 
--- Whenever then Any Conſtitution, Through 
an Exceſs of Power in One or Other Scale, is in 


Danger from Within, To Expatiate upon Particu- 


lars ſuffering, Which in ſuch a Malevolent ſitu- 
ation of Affairs is. wholly Unævoidable, is but a 
Species of like Sophiſtry and Mufron, as to Amuſe 
the Pablick with the Common Calamities Incident 
x to 


— 


( Monſieur Rapin's Hiſtory, 8 vo. Lol. x. P. 9. 
(a) Ibid. P. 184. (e) B. v. P. 
(% How far this Remark may be 


541. : 
held Verify 


(5) Ibid. P. 282. (e) B. 1. 8vo. P. 68, 69. 
2 B. 4. 8vo. P. 305. (g) Ibid. B. 5. P. 542. 
din this Noble Lord's own later Baniſhment? 


they thought Convenient upon T he 


Proper Security be not Timel 


( 21 ) 


to all Wars,” When it's ſo Threatned from yy hour; 
So that the Real Point to be Cenſider d in ſuch 
Caſes is, Whether it is not more Man · lile, Pru- 


dent, and Adviſeable, ſor Perſons of Ability eſpe- 


cially, to Retreuch their Extraordinaries with their 
more & 


therewith of Pafterity, Rather than Tamely, and 
Supinely, Give- up Themſelves, and their Deſcendents 
together, to AretrievableRuin— An Imperfect, and 
Partial, Specimen whereof in Kind, tho hitherto 
not in Extremity, The preſent Generation does 
very ſenfibly experience in the Miſtaken Meaſures 
of à late Reign, When, for more immediate Eaſe, 
or at leaſt for the Subjects leſs Perception of their 
Burthen, The Nation became, as it (till continues, 
Morigag d with ſuch Heavy Taxes, And, What 
is yet far Worſe, with ſuch Multiplyd Dependencies, 
Rather than Raiſe the Annual Supplies for Currant 


Ser vice Within the Tear; The Conſequence whereof 


bas Notoriouſly Rendred even The Conſtitution 
more, and more, Precarious; Inſomuch that, Un- 
leſs Providence does Extraordinarily Interpoſe, 
Which it is Height of Folly, as well as of Pre- 
{umption, to Depend upon, It will too probably 
ſooner, or later, ſubvert it altogether ; Provided 
had againſt ſuch 
Imminent Danger by Due, Seaſonable, Whole- 
ſome, and Effectual, State- Proviſions; One of 
which is ſo Univerſally Underſtood to be, And 
that a Principal One, The Improving King Hen- 
7 7th his Preſident, Who, to Reduce the Over- 

alance of the then Barons, Curtail'd their Retainers, 
and Diſ-Intail'd their Eſtatet; Whereas no Toler- 
ably ſound Reaſon can be ſuggeſted, Why the 
Court, and Miniſterial, Policy ſnou'd, as Intended, 
And as they Ought, be at all Times Maschful to 
et oy Balance a—_ Foreign States for 5 
relpective Securities ; 1 vertheJeſs, Ve 
Devon (Rou'd not 0. 545 1 25 © 


Inſure the Domeſtich Balance at Home —Now, The 


ſuffering Great, and Numerous, Stipendiaries of 
Any Kind, With an [mmenſe Income beſides, in 


One Branch of thc Body Politich, Eſpecially in Ei 


ther of them over and above the Other, does but add 
Ful to ſuch an Intoxicating Influence as Renders 
Parliaments for the Future but in a manner Need- 
leſs; And, indeed, Rather Worſe than merely 


Or. — 


ut Expences, and Abide their Perſonal. 
Lot, for the Preſervation of the Community, And 


Nominal; Foraſmuch as, Inſtead of Guardian: of 
the Community, and Grand Inqueſt of The Nation, 
And allo A Nee 1 Check on all Miniſtries, They 
then, Under ſuch Biaſſes and Embargoes, ſerve to 
no better Purpoſe, than to Palliate and Skreen Any 
Pablick Male-Adminiſtration; And as the Loyal 
Lord above-mention'd likewiſe Obſerves, (a) _ 


«© This Freedom from Danger of ſuch an Inqui- 


ſition did not only Incourage Ill Men toall Bold - 


«© nels, and Licence, but rought ſo far upon 
« Men leſs Inclin'd to Ill (tho' not built for 
0 Dawn won. that They kept not thoſe ſtrict 
** Guards upon Themſelves, they us d to do; Eſpe- 
„e cially, if they found Themſelves Above the 
© Reach of Ordinary Juſtice, And fear'd not Ex- 
« traordinary, They by Degrees thought that No 
„Fault, which was like to find no Puniſhment.” 
Whereby, it is Manifelted, that Miniſterial De- 
pendencies, more eſpecially in Members of Parlia- 
ment, do but Aggrandize a Miniſtry, even to the 
Dimination of the Prince, And Rivet ſo much more 
ſecurely All Grievances, and Oppreſſions, on Their 
Principals, By their ſo Perverting that Truft, In- 
tended, and Committed, for the Subject: Security, 
and Defence, To their Ruin, Together with En- 
dangering at lcalt, By way of Sapp, The Real, 
and Virtual, Subverſion of the very Confitution, 


Quod Avertat Deu. 


(b) There being, as King Charles 1ſt, after ſundry 
ſad Tryals, Concluded, and Admoniſhed the 
Prince of Wales, Nothing Worſe Than Legal Ty- 
LANNY. ' 

bs ſome Caſes then A Temporary Confufion be- 
comes as Vnavoidable, as N And, in thoſe, 
ſuch Confuſion to Particulars, As Terrible, And as 
much to be Avpided, as it is, And ought to be, is 
yet to be Preferd to The Vtter Deftruttion of 4 
Nation, and of Poſterity : For even to Die a Free- 


man in Body and Mind, is Abundantly more Eligible, 


than to lead a Lingring Life (I cannot Call ic 
Living) En/lav'd with Fetters, tho Made of Gola; 
ligatum Pedicis Vivere, Morte Ptjng— 
And thus The Heroic Prince of Orange Avowedly 
Reſolved Ts Die in the Laſt Ditch, Rather than live 
to ſee His Country Undone : And where are They, 
who think it Wrong to Endure ſome Tranſient, 
| Greater 


(a) B. i. 8yo. P. 67. 
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. 


2 


1 


Greater, Pain to have a Broken Bone ſet Right, ta · 
ther than to ſurvive Cripples all their Days,--- 


EY 
"# : 
| 7 7 X. The Fatality then of ſuch Temporary Confuſion, 


with all the Calamities Incident thereto, is per- 


fſectly Orzing, and to be Aſeribd, to the Treacher- 


arge. 
e er 


ont Meaſures, that at any Time bring ſuch preſent 


Evils on a Nation, as cannot be Remedy'd without 
ſuch Preſent, Tranſient, Temporary, Confuſion, and 
Woes, as, for the Time accompany it: We are, 


for certain, Fore-warn'd, (a) Offences muſt needs 
be, But Woe is Denounc'd to that Man, By Whom 


the Offence cometh,---Which Conſiderations, And 


fuch-like very probably prevail'd on a certain 
Perſon in his 30th of January Sermon before the 
Lords to Warn againſt like Malignant Policies, as 
had Produc d ſuch Direful Effects. For it's ever- 


more Natural, as Biſhop Burnet writes, (b) that, 


ſ>oner, or later, © A Return of the lixe Practices 
will bring with it The Like Dreaqu! Conſe- 
4% quencee.“ --- And the like poſſibly Wrought 
upon the late Archbiſhop Sharp to Declare 
himſelf ſo far at the Cloſe of his 3oth Fanuary 
Sermon before the Houſe: of Lords too 1699- 
700, (tho' ſomewhat Artfully, I am aware, 
for Fear, it may be, of Coming too Near the 
Hfcelsof Truth, and as Sir Walter Raleigh wrote, En- 
dangering his Teeth) Wiſhing, as he did, (Under 
the ffrin Cover of two ſuch Proviſces, as One of his 
Good Senſe, and JudJgn.cnt, can't be ſuppoled to 
have believ'd indeed Tenable) II ſome, who 
Ulaily won d have both the Thing, and the Memorial 
of it, Forgot among us —And with reſpect to any 
prevailing Sentiment at preſent ſubſiſting, con- 
ceri:ing Paſt Management of our National Af- 
fairs, I can Recollect, That at the Time of Great- 
eſt Ferment in King Charles ſecond's Reign, *"twas 
bid, That notwithſtanding the then Dangerous 
Inundation of Popery, and Arbitrary Power, The 
'Cories (as Perſons were diſtinguiſned, And as 
Rampant as Theſe were) neither did Deſign with 


all their Courtſhip, nor cou'd with all thar Af- . 


{aults, if they wou'd, Deſtroy the Conſtitution : 
The Whigs wou'd ſave it at laſt; Which prov'd ſo 
far Truc in the Event, That twas IHhiggiſm, 
which Reſcu'd the Nation, Under Providence, at 
the Brink of Deſtruction, by the thrice Happy Re- 
volution.— Vet, (As Dear bought Experience af- 
fords fuch Glaring Proofs, and Numeious Inſtan- 


*% 


ces, of Perſons Qimbing by Whig gifzr, and; When 
Advanc'd, Steering by Toriſm) Who have ſo much 
Endanger d the Nation ever ſince, And Render d it 
No More ſecure to this Day, as ſome Nominal 
Whigs, and Patriots, turn d Tories. And can the 
ſame Perſon, Who Ungraciouſly Deſerted abe Fa- 
ther, but for not being Exalted as Prime among 
his Fellow-Servants, he held Incapahle at the ſame 
Time of Deceiving the Son, And of Sapping the 
—— ↄ Ä ra... 
And as to any more immediate Reference to 
Differing Apprehenſions Conceived from the Late, 
and Preſent, Situation of the National Affaits at 
Home and Abroad (Let Any Miniſterial Advo- 
cates Exclaim ever ſo much againſt, Be it Diſſatis- 
faction, or Diſaffection) If Aale- contents muſt, 
Without Difin& ion, at all Times be Stigmatiz'd 
in the Lump, as in the Wrong, Facbious, or Seditions, 
It is With'd, And very probably wou'd prove of 
Publick Service, That they wou'd Bethink them- 
ſelves, and Reſolve the Preſent Generation; Whe - 
ther, If that was the Real Truth of the Caſe, We 
had ever had The Preſent Royal Family on the Throne 
of England? And that they wou'd fairly make it 
appear That the Publick Steerage for ſome Time 
palt has not been ſuch, as ſupplies France where- 
with to ſupplant our Staple- Manufacture; Nor 
ſuffer'd Spain, as an Inſtrument, to prey upon 


our National Merchandixe, And thereby ſhift off 


the Odium of Reducing the Stigmatiz'd Sura) 
Beggars to become Tame Ones; At the ſame Time, 
that Corporation-Scrubs alſo appear Trap'd, tho' 
ſometimes Improvidently, thro' Dependent-Bi- 
aſſes Without Doors, and Repreſentatives With- 
in: Means, ſuch as theſe, but too well Adapted 
as well to Impower France, and Spain, to Diſpoſe 
of King, and Kingdom, as to Uphold, Suppoſe, 
any Renegado-Trickſter.--- And This the Noted Au- 
thor in particular of A Short Hiftory of the Parlia- 
ment, 1713, With this Motto Prefixt, 


Venalis Populus, Venalis Curia Patrum, 


may be preſum'd as Able, and thoroughly quali- 
fy'd, to make out, as Any Other Whoſoever; 
And as he wou'd, Doubtleſs, bighly Oblige his 
Cotemporaries by Undertaking, and Performing, 
this Task, I dare venture to Inſure bim Uncom- 
mon Thanks to boot from the preſent Genera- 

tion. 


(a) John xuiii. 2. 


(6) Hiſtory of his own Time, Yi. il. F. 645. 
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tion;-- And {for Proof againſt the Common-Place- 
Topick of Defamation, 10 often the Lot of ſundry 
Well-meant Notices ; As if the preceding Repre- 
ſentation were the Iſſue of Diſaffection] I am lead 
to Vouch in my Juſtification the Teltimony of 
the Highly-Favour'd, and Courtly, D. D. Who 
at the very time he ſo eagerly Oppos'd (4) his Ap- 
prov'd Moſt Humble Servant in the Perſon of my 


Son Randing Candidate for Hythe- Repreſentative 


on The Corporation Call,. Diſdain'd not however 
to expreſs himſelf, ſince his preſent Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſſion, (Whom God preſerve) by Leiter as fol- 
lows, viz. + | | 


1 Ruole, Oct. 2 ad. 
« Do aſſure you, tis no Compliment When 
« I cell you, that I have a True Senſe of 
« your Merit to the Publick, And of the Particu- 
« lar Obligations, I have to you; So much, that 
e T ſhou'd-have thought it much to My Reputation 
© To have been Able to have Contributed to the 
« Strengthening, and Raiſing, The Natural Inte- 
* reſt your Family has at Hythe.” 


% Your Moſt Faithful Humble Servant, 
« DORSET. 


— (Danger is both Parent, and Nurſe, of Fealoaſy ; 
| S Pave to Hurt do's Ever Import Danger ; 
Security againſt Such Power Roots-up Jealonſy,— 


When Craftſmen project to Top over Al; 
Their Prince to Deceive, and Fellows Enthr all, 
The People are Huſh'd : For They, When Awaie, 
Will ſcarce in a Trice be Bound to the State; 
But Fed up with Air, They help Weave theo 
Snare, | 
In which They're Trepann d. Before They're 
= Aware, | 
And, Who won d have thought it? End in De- 
{pair. | 


„ ſingle Counſel, 


e 


— Sero ſapiunt Phryge. 


cw long wilt Thou Sleep, O Sluggard © 
* When wilt Thou Ariſe out of thy Sleep? 
e Yet à little Sleep, A little Slumber, A little 
“Folding of the Hands to Seen So ſhalf 
© Thy Poverty come as One, that Travaileth, 
* And Thy Want, as An Armed Man 
Prov. vi. 9, 10, 11. —xxiv. 33, 34. 

© Riſe, Let us be Going, He is at Hand, that 
* doth Betray.” Math. xxvi. 46. 

— * ] ſay unto you, My Friends, Be not 
* Afraid of Them, that kill the Body, And af: 
© ter that, have no more, that they can do, — 
„But L will Forewarn you, Whom you ſhall 
“Fear, Fear Him, Which after He hath killed, 
* hath Power to caſt into Hell; Yea, I ſay un- 
© to you, Fear Him.” Lake zii. 4, 5. 


NO TAN D. 


K's Charles iſt. Exhorted the Prince of Wale; 
as follows, (b) “ Give Belief to our Expe- 
“ rience, Never to Affect more Greatneſs, or 
“ Prerogative, than That, which is Realy, and 
* Intrinſically for the Good of Subjects, Not tlie 
© Satisfaction of Favourites; If you thus Uſe it, 
« you will Never Want Means to be a Father to 
All, And a Bountiful Prince to any, voa 
«© wou'd be extraordinarily Gracious to. You 
« may perceive All Men entruſt their Treaſure, 
« where it returns them Intereſt; And if Prin- 
ces, like the Sea, receive and repay, All tte 
* Freſh Streams, the River entruſts with them, 
They will not Grudge, but Pride Themſelves, 
to make them up an Ocean.” And when his 
Fatal End drew near, he moſt Earneſtly again 
Renews, as 1t were, this Dying Legacy. 

„ My Counſel and Charge to You is, That 
« You ſeriouſly Conſider the former Real, or 
Objected, Miſcarriages, which might Occaſſon 
% My Troubles, that You may Avoid them. 

* Never Repoſe ſo Much upon Any Man's- 
Fidelity, and Diſcretion in 

E Mana- 


—— 


Book 11. P. 229. 


(a). A Pregnant Inſtance this, among others, How Prone Court Miniſters are to Poſtpone, And 
Thwart, their Maſters, together with their Countries, Service, In their Purſuits of ſome, or other, Selfiſh 
Proſpe&-(the* proeur'd by Indire& Means of Corrupe Influence, and Miniſterial Dependencies-at the Na- 
tion's Coſt) of CRY a while ahove their Fellows with ſome more Imaginary Splendour ; 

Titles, Sans Worth, are but a Double Cheat: | 


even 


- EET Ii Who makes Happy is the Truly Great 
(% Letter in his own Hand concerning the Treaty in the Iſle of Halt. Lord Clarendon's FP. vo F:!. 


“ is Matters of Religion, and Juiiice) as to Cre- 
'« ate in Yourlelf, cr Others, a Diffidence of 
your own Judgments, Which is likely to be 
e always more Conſtant and Impartial to the 
© Intereſt of Your Crown, and Kingdom, than 
Any Man' | 
„Next, Beware of Exaſperating Any FaQi- 
<< ons by Croſneſs, or Aſperity, of ſome Mens 
* Paſſions, Humours, or Private Opinions, Im- 
* ploy'd by You, Grounded only upon the Dif- 
<« ferences in Leſſer Matters, which are but the 
„ Skirts, and Suburbs of Religion. (b)” 
We cannot omit Making this One Obſerva- 
„tion, That where Any King, by Ill Judgment, 
or III] Fortune, of his Own, or Thoſe Entruſted 
* by him in the Chief Adminiſtration of his Go- 
e yernment, happens to Fall into an Intereſt Con- 
* irary to That of his People, And will purſue that 
*© Aiftake, That Prince muſt have Terrible Con- 
<« flicts in the Courſe of his Reign, which Way 
ſoever the Controverſy ends. (c) | 
We have livd in our Days to ice the Two 
* Great Parties, of late known by the Names of 
* Viig, and Tory, Directly Change their Ground; 
© And Thoſe, who were Formerly the Anti- 
© Courtiers, become as Pliant, and Obſequious, as 
% ever Thofe were, Who had been the Mott found 
Fault with on that Score. (d) | 
« But They, who ſhall be fo Honeſt, and fo 
« Wiſe, Conſtantly to Prefer ihe Trae Intere of 
« England to that of Any other Country, or 
% People; --- Preſerre the Religion, and the 
Laws; - Protect, and Promote, the Trade of 
* the Nation; --- Thriftily, aud Providently, Ad- 
£« miniſter the Publick Treaſure; --- And ſtudy 
« to Maintain the Soveraignty of our Seas; ſo 
< Naturally, fo Anciently, And ſo Juſtly, The 


Jie Defence of This Kingdom ; --- I hat Body, 


te Mom ſoe ver it ſhall be Compos'd of, (hall have the 
eight of England on its Side; And if there be 
© Any of another Frame, They mult, In the End, 
* Prove ſo Many Miſerabie, Rotten, Reeds.” 


( 24 ) 


« Managing Affairs of the firſt Magnitude (that 


« Well may Other Princes, and States, whoſe 
te Sitnation requires it, for their own Secarity, find 
<« it their Intereſt, for the Preſervation of their 
© Credit, and Reputation, amongſt their Neigh- 
ce bours, To keep Conſtantly in Pay Great 
« Numbers of Land- Forces, In which They are till 


«© Vying One with the Other, and Boaſting who 


« can Raiſe his Thouſands, And who his Ten- 
« Thouſands; But They will be found but Young 
&« Stateſmen, for Our Government, Who can think 
& it Adviſeable, That the Strength of This Iſiand 
* ſhou'd be Meaſured by Pro 
to its True Glory and Greatneſs ; --- Which makes 
us Reflect a little on the Circumſtances of Our 
„Nation; That, Whereas The Flee: of Eng- 
&« [and bath been Renown'd through ſo Many Ages 
&« for the Honour, and Security, of This Kingdom, 
In theſe latter Days, By an Vnaccountable Im- 


4 providence, Our Care has been more Induſtri- 


% oully Apply'd to the Raifing Great Numbers o 
« Land Forces, than in Maintaining, and te 


« ing, The Glorious, Ancient, Bulwarks of Our Cun- 


<« try.---The Experience of Former Succeſſes at Sea 
«© make The Nation ever Fond of Imploying its 
« Vigour there; And the Perpetual Fealonſy, That 


<« {ome time, or other, Endeavours may be Uſed, | 
„ By the Increaſe of Land- Forces, to Advance Ano- 


ce ther Greatneſs, and Another Intereſt, will Fix the 
« Genius of the Nation (till to Depend on its Great- 
© neſs, And its Security, by Sea. 


For we ſee, In All Times, How Compliance, 
c 


&« Plain- Dealing. (e) 


La 


But, Whoever they be, that Content not 


themſclves to found Their Own, upon The Ns. 
tions, Proſperity, ſuch can't be Conſider'd as En- 
tirely—Engliſh, | 


(No. IV.) 


(5) King Charles I. to the Prince of Wales, Eicon Baſilice. No. 


(c The Editor's Preface to Lord Clarenaon's Hiſt. 
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(a) Ibid. | 


(e) Ibid. 3. 


tions ſo Unſuitable 


„ Suadere Principi Quod Oporteat Magni Labs- | 
ris; Aﬀettatio erga Principem Quemcunque Sine 
Aﬀettu peragitur, was a Saying of Tacitus; 
« And one of Thoſe, that is punctually Verify'd: 


and Flattery, gets the Better of Hong), and 


(25) 


(Ne. 


IV.) 


e Tong may We feek, yet Happineſs ſtill miſs, 


ED A Summary Argument, Ex Natura Rei, 
I. To Prove, The Self-Exiſtence, Unity, and Intelligence, Of A Firft Cauſe, viz. GOD. 


II. The Certainty of A Future State of Retribution. 


III. The Reality of an Intermediate, Explicit, Revelation, —— Together with, 
IV. A Tryal, and Proof, of Explicit Revelation. And, 


V. A Brief Eſſay, To Prove The Divinity Of The Chriſtian Revelation in Particular. 


n 


1 


I. MR Exiſtence, is fo ſure, That even Doube- 
ning Proves it. — Nor is it leſs ſure, that 
What we are, We have not Always been. If then, 


We have not Always been What we are, There muſt 


have Exiſted ſome Prior Cauſe of Our being What we 
are; Unleſs our preſent Being What we are cou d 
be ſuppos'd to 


have Exifted at the ſame Time as a Cauſe, And xo: 


Exiſted as an Effect; And fo on in Infinitum.--- 


Or elſe, There muſt have been an Eternal, and In- 
finite, Progreſſion of Cauſes and Effect:; Which, in 
fine, Confounds Theſe together; Reducing Both 
into One and The Same; And ſo Admits neither 
Cauſe, nor Effect: For Theſe cannot ſubſiſt in Na- 


ture, but as Differing from, however Related to, 


1 Fit Cad | Re 

ow, As A Firft Cauſe appears thus Neceſſary; 
There can be but One 1 only, bens 
ſuppoſing Two ſuch, Neither cou'd- be Firft, but 
Becauſe The Fir Cauſe of All mult og In- 
clade All Perfeftions; Which is utterly Inconſitent 
with the Suppoſition of Two ſuch Firſt Cauſes ; In- 


uſe Itſelf ; And then, It muſt. 


To Prove The Self. Exiſtence, Unity, and Intelligence, Of A Firſt Cauſe, viz- GOD. 


They wou'd Neceſſarily Limi: One Another, And ſo 


become Dependent; Which can no ways Conſt 


2 The Nature, and Notion, of A Firſt Cauſe of 

Next, I obſerve, That this Fir Cauſe muſt 
Needs be Underffood likewiſe, as either Intelligent, 
or TVninzelligent ; --- Not the Latter, Becauſe ſuch 
Admirable Contrivance, Energy, Diſpoſition, Order, 
and Occonomy, as is Manifet in The IMundan: 
Sy/tem, are Totally Inconſiſtent with Blind Chance, 
and * tec Matter; Nor is it Conceivable, That 
Effects ſhou d 10 Tranſcend, as we Behold, and Expe- 
rience, Had they Proceeded only from ſuch Cauſes; 
This Firft Cauſe therefore muſt be Confeſſedly I- 
telligent.---And hereto I ſubjoin, That it's moſt 
Irrational, if not Worſe, to Deny, or indeed to Con- 
trovert, The Real Exiſtence of A Deity by reaſon of 
Any Difficulties, that may poſſibly be ſtarted con- 
cerning A Being ſo Evidently in I:felf Neceſſary ; 
As if it were Poſſible in Nature for Finite to Com- 
prehend Infinity, Or ſo much as to Graſp the Uni- 
verſe with A Span. 


aſmuch as, In the Caſe of More than One ſuch, _ 


Il. A Firſt Cauſe being found, and admitted, I 
1 advance, That A Fature State of Retribs- 
tion 18 a Neceſſary Conſequent thereof, Upon the 
following Poftulata, Which, 1 apprehend, are ſuf- 
ficiently Grounded upon the Preceding Argument, 
And cannot Reaſonably be Diſputed, viz. 

1. That This Fir? Cauſe, GOD, An Intelligent, 
and Governing, Mind, Who Created Mankind, 


Reaſon of The Divine Conduct in All His Diſpenſs- 
tions yon | | : 
4 Tha 


(26) 


4. That, as God is Ommipreſent, Omniſcient, Om- 
nipotent, and Infinitely Perfect, in Himſelf, He will 


Always act Right, and A ung to that Reaſon of 


Action, Which Reſults from The Eſſential Differ- 
ence, and Preferableneſs, of One Thing with, and 
to, Another in Nature . | 


From whence it Natarally follows, Aud is Conſe- 
quentially Inferr d, 
I. That, As Man is Qualify'd to Diſcern The 
Eſſential Difference, and Preferableneſs of One Thing 
from, and to, Another in Nature; And 


2. As He is likewiſe A Free Agent, Who has it 
in his Power, and Choice, to Anſwer The General 
End of Being; Which is General Happineſs ; -- So 

3. It hence becomes highly Fit, and Reaſonable, 
Perfectly Fuſt, and Equal, That God ſhou'd, Fir}, 
or Laſt, ſhew Favour, or Disfavonr, according as 
The Merit, or Demerit, of Men's Behaviour renders 
Them Worthy of Either ; --- And 


4. It thence Unavoidably follows, that GOD . 


Finally will Moſt Certainly 75 e the World ; 
Whoſe End ſhall be according to their Works, 2 Cor. 
X1. 15. 5 | 1 


The Reality of an Intermediate, Explicit, Revelation. 


III. WN, in Time, The Light of Natural 

Reaſon was nigh Extinguiſſed 
through Mankinds Degeneracy, and, therewith, 
their Groſs Stupidity— That an Intermediate, 
Explicit, Revelation (ſhou'd have Actually been 
Vouchſaf d us from. GOD, will, 1 fully per- 
Iwade myſelf, ſatisfactorily appear to Every 
Unprejudic'd, Rational, and Sincere, Inquirer; 
Not only, From the Avowed, Eſſential Attri- 
butes of GOD, (Whoever Arcepts according to that 
a Man hath, And mt according to that he Zak not, 
2 Cor. viii. 12.) But alſo, As it was become ſo 
Agreeable to his Al- Perfect Nature To Grant 
Mankind an Intermediate, Explicit, Stem of Fixt, 
and Sure, Rules and Laws, for the Government of 


they lie in Wait to Deceive; Epheſ. iv. 14. When- 


as, moreover, © The Rules of Philoſophy lie ſcat- 
* tered up, and down, in large, learned, Works, 
e Mixt with Many Wrong, and Abſurd, No- 
« tions; (a) And therefore---How Certain, and 
Excellent, in Themſelves, They can be No 
© Rule of Life to Us.” Beſides, () that Theſe 


« vyere no Better than Good Advices, And car- 


* 


© ried No Authority They had not The Force of 
„% Law.“ Whereas Precepts, Without Santtions, 
are ever found but Little Obligatory; ſo that, As 
the World was become, for the moſt part, Over- 
whelm'd with Stupid Ignorance, And with the 
Groſſeſt Immoralities, It was, I argue, Moſt 


Perfectly Agreeable to The Innate Rectitude, and E/- 


their Lives, Enforc'd with ſuitable Sanctions of ſential Attributes, of GOD, To Grant Mankind, 


Future Rewards and Puniſhments ; (As Chrit's Ring- 
dom is not of this World, John xvii 36.) If it were 
but to Preſerve them from being Teſſed to, and fro, by 
The Sleights of Men, and Canning Craftineſs, Whereby 


A Tryal, and Proof, 


IV. A LTHO), As I conſider it an Obvious 

Truth, That Miracles, and Propheſy, to- 
gether, however Apply'd, are not Sufficient to 
Prove Any Falſbood to be Trauth, I lay not the 
Whole Force of the Tryal, and Proof of Explicit 
Revelation thereon, | yet readily admit, notwith- 
:tanding, They may add a Collateral, Concurrent, 
On ſequential, Weight to The Tru of A Divine Ex- 
plicit Revelatimm, as They are Apt not only to Pro- 
cure Attention, but may be, And alſo prove, A 


thus ſunk into ſuch a Forlorn State, and Condi- 
tion, An Explicit Revelation for their Future Con- 
duct in Life. 


of Explicit Revelation. 


Proper, and Sufficient, Teftimony of a Divduc Miſ- 
fron of The Rewealer ;, And hence I Proceed to Rea- 


Jon farther with my ſelf after the manner follow- 


ing, Viz. 
Firſt, Trying whether the Doctrine Propos'd, as 


Supernaturally Revealed, does Accord with The Rea- 
ſon of Things, and The Whole Truth of The Caſe ; 


And if found ſo to do, This to me ſufficeth for 
its Original Divinity, —— 


Next, - 


— 


(% M Jenbinus of the Reaſonableneſs and Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion, Zl. 1. P. 429. (6) Ibid, P.! 30. 
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4 


Next, As to The Divine Miſſion of a Revealer, 


ho thus either firſt makes Known, or more ful- 


y, and farther, Gar A Dottrine, Miracles, 
efies, being allow'd to have 


hey may, In conſequence thereof be 


likewiſe Entertain'd as ſupplying farther Coll2'-- 
ral Proof, both of the Divine Arteſt ation, and Di- 
vine Original of the Doctrine Iſelf; Winch thus 
Connected, appears to me Ample Proof of A Divine, 
Explicit Revelation, Where Any ſuch is thus had-— _ 
So much Wanted by — So Inſtructive of — And to 

Beneficial to, Mankind. ; 


A Brief Eſſay, To Prove The Divinity of T be Chriſtian Revelation in Particular. 


. Now, in fine, That ſuch Explicit Revela- 

tion has been Realy, and in very Deed, 

ranted through The Goſpel- Diſpenſation by Jeſus 

hriſt, is ſo Manifeſtly Evident from fuch Hiftori- 
al Proofs of the Fact, as cannot be Gainſaid, 
ithout Diſcarding at the ſame time All Hiftorical 
redit of Any Kind Whatever. Aud thus The 
eri y of The Chriſtian Divine Revelation becomes 

Reduc'd to the Doctrine Contain'd in the Goſpel of 
hriſt. — If then No Real Object ion lies againft 
ts Own Pare, Simple, Doctrine, and Precepts, (itript 
df All Wood, Hay, Hubble, that After- Ages, Inſtead 
ff Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones, 1 Cor. iii. 12. 


ay have Built upon that Foundation, but) As is 


nore particularly ſet forth, and declared, in The 
oſpel written by St. Late, Wherein is more eſpe- 
ally Comprehended, (4) The Whole Subſtance 
* of The Goſpel of Chriſt; i. e. All that makes up 
the Covenant between God, and Man. And 
hich we are Admoniſbed, and Earneſtly Exhorted, 
ot barely, as under The Law, To ſeek it at the 
Pricfts Lips, Mat. ii. 7. but, Without an Implicit, 
inal Reſignation to Any Human Authority of 
hatever Denomination (Whether of Presbyter-, 
i ſbops, Dioceſans, Archbiſhops, Metropolitans, Pa- 
larchs, Cardinals, Popes, or any other Determinate 
t of Men under Heaven) To ſearch the Scrip- 
res, as the Rule of Eternal Life, Ichn v. 39. 
und as farther likewiſe Warn'd, Not to Believe 
very Spirit, But to try the Spirits, Whether they be 
f God : Becauſe Many Falſe Prophets are gone out 
% the World, 1 John iv. 1. And, 1f Any Man 
pill Do His Will, he ſhall Know of the Doctrine, 
hether it be of God, John i. 17. 


Thus now, after the ſtricteſt Search, and Exa- 
mination, I have been Able impartially to make, 
I cannot but Conclude, as I think, Dr. Pridean.c 
(6) juſtly argues, That Chritt, and his Apoliles, 
were not Impoſtors; Nor conſequently their Re- 
ligion an Impoſture, particularly, Becauſe No 
Secular, Carnal, Interelt ; No Aim at Wealth, 
or Dominion; Nor Any Other Notion of Human 
Authority, or Policy, is to be found throughout its 
Whole Plan, Scheme or Syſtem, from fir{t to laſt. 
---Bur, then, | 

The More's Aſcrib'd to Revelation, 
The More it Raiſeth /ndignation, 
That Prieſts, Inſtead of Reformation, - 
By Wreſted Mi/- Interpretation, 
With Harſh, Siniſter, Application, 
And Manifeſt Syper-Feration, 
Cloak'd under Sham- Prevarication, 
So Warp it to Their Exaltation. 


Upon the Whole; I am not Capable of my 
ſelf to Diſcern, but, that, From The Exifence of 
God— A Fature State of Retribution— The Reality 
of ſome Intermediate, Explicit, Revelation, It may 
Fairly be Concluded, That TheDivinity of the Goſpel 
Revelation by Feſus Chriſt, in Particular, is, Aſter 
this Manner, Clearly Deducible, And may be 
Made ſufficiently Evident, to Any Unprejudicate, 
Rational, and Conſiderate, Mind; Or I wou'd 
moſt Gladly ſee Any Flaw, or Flaws, herein 
Rectify'd, and Supply'l ——- | 


— Si Quid Noviti Rectius Iſis, 
Candidus Imperti, fs non His Utere Mecum.— 


(a) Mr. Chillingworth's Life, P. 208, 209. 


Beachborough, 
Sept. 4. 1740. 


(„% Letter to the Deiſts, Annext to his Life of Mahomet. 


W. Brockman. 


5 Aged 82. 
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Next, As to The Divine Miſſion of a Revealer, 
Who thus either firſt makes Known, or more ful- 
ly, and farther, — A Dactrine, Miracles, 
and Fulfilling of Propheſies, being allow d to have 
an Apt Tendency to gain Attention; And being 


ſuch as ſufficiently Teftify The Divine Miſſion of a 
 Revealer, They = In «conſequence thereof be 


A Brief Eſſay, Te Y Prove The Divinity of The Chriſtian Revelation in Particular. 
V, NOV, in fine, That ſuch Explicit Revela- 


tion has been Realy, and in very Deed, 
Granted through The Goſpel-Diſpenſation by Feſus 
Cirift, is ſo Manifeſtly Evident from ſuch Hiftori- 
cal Proofs of the Fall, as cannot be Gainſaid, 
without Diſcarding at the ſame time All Hiforical 
Credit of Any Kind Whatever. And thus The 
Verity of The Chriſtian Divine Revelation becomes 
Reduc'd to the Doctrine Contain'd in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. If then No Real Objection lies agatnit 
its Own Pure, Simple, Doctrine, and Precepts, (ſtript 
ol All Mood, Hay, Sixbble, that After-Ages, Inſtead 


ol Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones, 1 Cor. iii. 12. 


may have Built upon that Foundation, but) As is 
more particularly ſet forth, and declared, in The 
Goſpel written by St. Luke, Wherein is more eſpe- 
cially Comprehended, © (a) The Whole Subſtance 
of The Goſpel of Chrif; i. e. All that makes up 
c the Covenant between God, and Man. And 
which we are Admoniſhed, and Earneftly Exborted, 
Not barely, as under The Law, To ſeek it at the 
Priefts Lips, Mat. ii. 7. but, Without an Implicit, 
Final Reſignation to Any Human Authority of 
Whatever Denomination (Whether of Presbyters, 
Biſhops, Dioceſans, Archbiſhops, Adetropolitans, Pa- 
#riarchs, Cardinals, Popes, or any other Determinate 
Set of Men under Heaven) To ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, as the Rule of Eternal Life, John v. 39. And 
And as farther likewiſe Warn'd, Not 10 Believe 
Every Spirit, But to try the Spirits, Whether they be 
of God : Becauſe Many Falſe Prophets are gone out 
into the Werld, x John iv. 1. And, 1F Any Mun 
will Do His Will, he ſhall Know of the Doctrine, 
Whether it be of God, John i. 17. 


* 


likewiſe Entertain d as ſupplying farther Collute- 
ral Proof, both of the Divine Atteſt ation, and Di- 
vine 3 of the Doctrine Iſelf; Which thus 
Connetted, appears to me Ample Proof of A Divine, 
Explicit Revelation, Where Any ſuch is thus had 
So much Wanted by — So Inffructive of — And fo 
Beneficial to, Mankind. 


' | 
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Thus now, after the ſtricteſt Search, and Exa- 

mination, I have been Able impartially to make, 

I cannot but Conclude, as I think, Dr. Prid:aux 

(b) jultly argues, That Chrift, and his Apoſtles, 

were not Impoſtors; Nor conſequently their R- 

ligion an Impoſture, particularly, Becauſe No i 

Secular, Carnal, Intereft ; No Aim at Wealth, 

or Dominion ; Nor Any Other Notion of Human 

Authority, or Policy, is to be found throughout its 

Whole Plan, Scheme or Syſtem, from firt* to la(t, 

---But, then, 
The More's Aſcrib'd to Revelation, 
The More it Raiſcth Iadignation, 
That Prieſfs, Inſtead of Reformation, 
By Wrelted Af: Interpretation, 
With Harſh, Siniſter, Application, 
And Manifeſt Swper-Fetation, 
Cloak'd under Sham- Prevaricatiun, 
So Warp it to Their Exaitarion. — 


Upon the. Whole ; I am not Capable of my 
{elf to Diſcern, but, that, From The Exiſtence of 
God— A Future State of Retribution— The Reality 
of ſome Intermediate, Explicit, Revelation, It may 
Fairly be Concluded, That The Divinity of the Goſpel 
Revelation by Feſus Crit, in Particular, is, After 
this Manner, Clearly Deducible, And may be 
Made ſufficiently Evident, to Any Unprejudicate, 
Rational, and Conſiderate, Mind; Or I wou'd” 
moſt Gladly fee Any Flaw, or Flaws, herein 
Rectify d, and Supply d | 


. Quid Noviſti Rectius Iſis, / 
Candidus Imperti, ſs non His Utere _— 


— — 


Beachborouzh, 
Sopt, 4+ 1740. 


(a) Mr. Chilliugworth's Life, P. 208, 209, (6b) Letter to the Deiſts, Annext to his Life of Mahomer, N 


N 
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a. 
* 


W. Brockman. 
Aged 82. 


| IHE Reader is deſired to ſupply any Defects, and corre& any Miſtakes, in the Punftua- 
tion; and for Reſolving, p. 12. to read Revolving ; 4or-maryPrig—i.mee; and for Joves, 
17. r. Joe. And to add, p. 20, after the two Latin Lines, viz. - 
— Moreover I have Authority from Xing Charles the Firſt's Anſwer to the 19 Propoſitia 
: ons farther to advance, That © The Experience and Wiſdom of our 
_ 3 art 3. C Anceſtors hath ſo Moulded this (Government) out of a Mixture of Theſe - 
onze. cc ( Monarchy, Ariſtochracy, and Democracy) as to give this Kingdom (as far 
* as Human Prudence can provide) The Conveniencies of all Three without the Inconve- 
ce niencies of Any One, As long as the Balance hangs Even between the Three Eſtates, And 
F< they run jointly on in their Proper Chanel (—) And the Overflowing of Either, on 
Ibid. P. „z. Either Side, raiſe no Deluge, or Inundation.” — The Encroaching of 
i. 75. cc One of Theſe Eſtates upon the Power of the Other is Unhappy in the Ef- 


8 fects both to Them and All the reſt.“ — 


- 
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